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* W ITH0UT havmg any fettIed 

vv plan, I paffed the firft tovyn- 
gate. It was the forae fcrrme Vhttner f 
went; and wrapt * up V<w,*eirfpfcting 
the profpea of any futnre dayy I Walked 
through the ftreet, withoatc^etv-fegthe 
obje&s which furrounided: me. 

u The road that I purfued was encom- 
paffed with fmall bullies, which by de- 
grees grew thicker and thicker, as I 
purfued the track. 

voi. iv. b « Stop J" 
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u Stop ! 'Vr-cried a thundering voice, 
and immediately -a frightful fellow ftood 
before , me, who held a cocked piftol to 
my bread. I appeared willing to deliver 
up to him the property that I had about 
<me -, but when he was off his guard, I 
wrenched the piftol from his band, and 
at the fame moment, plunged a dagger 
into his breaft*. . L made xny felf matter of 
his money. The pafs-port too, which I 
found in his pocket, ftruck me, thptfuch 
.a thing might, one time or otJler, be - 
•alft) ufeFul to.me»t- and I fecured it. ' By 

the.^ffiffancfc $f*tt»" clothes, ; 1 difguifed 

• * * • • • • • 

myfel££4$-Jft&t:itt> perfon could poffibly 
kftow c\e;\T^«s was I fecure agaii)ft any 
warrants tKat.ft>ight be iffued to appre- 
hend me 5 and extremely 4iappy that fo 
fortunate an adventure bad at once en^- s 
riched, and enabled me to purfue* my 
journey with greater Security. . 
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** The extravagant ideas which thad of 
myfelf, and upon which I built the 
greateft expectations, were foon diflipdt* 
ed by experience ; for in ev*ery cky that 
I traveHed through, I found the total re* 
verfe of that which I had fuppofed would 
take place. I flajtered myfelf, that I 
fhould be received every where with 
open arms 5 and with what aftonilhment 
did I learn, that no credit was given to 
the idle and bombaftic tales that had 
been circulated refpe£Hng me ! I can- 
not conceive how it happened, that I 
put up with fuchgrofs affronts, and why 
I did not feek to revenge the infult in a 
manlier which would have taught the 
people in future to credit my affertions. 
Was it for want of worldly experience? 
Or did the charms of novelty fo much-en- 
chant me, as to prevent any other cir- 
cumftance from making an impreffion 
upon my mind ? — Both might, perhaps, 
have influenced my conduct ; together 

b 2 with 
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with the piercing reflexion, .tnatTtiftl 

an abandoned outcaft upon the world. 

My former refolute fpirit feemed quite 

iofti and art Jrrefiftible powerpreffed me 

to return to my parents*. As long a4 

my money lafted, however, all went on 

very well $ but I obferved with forrow, 

fliat it decreafed very much, and that 

the furies .of want would foon begifi 

to attack me. • I few no way to 

prevent the dreadful confequertcfcs of 

fuch a misfortune— 1 confefs that iny 

indolence fbnietimes over jib wered me 

with fhamej'biit ftill r<etainki|; my old 

^prejudices in favor of my abilities, 1 

wehtf into an inii, with fc&reely any thkig 

in my pocket, and faflfered myfelf to bfe 

treated like a gentleman, without ever 

thinking in what way I was to fatisfy 

the landlord. I could with very littfe 

trouble change my drefs, and disfigure 

my face and perfon, fo that no one could 

* Or it was perhaps the piercing voice of conference. 

dif- 
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dii^aver ipe* aqd in cafe of neceffity I 
iptendecl to pra&ife that artifice. 
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'^he .greater P*rtof the grangers 
.who, dine4 with me at the fame table, 
called for cards after the cloth was re- 
igagfdf T^ey invited me to play. The 
yalyable ring I had on my finger, 1 fuf- 
peCM, attra&ed their notice : flattering 
tbetpfejves^ no doubt, that I fhould fa^I 
ap eafj^ prey, from my youth and inex- 
p^ri^nqf . They played very high ; but 
J^oq^fpund, frpm the many difhoneft 
f<P^e$? sj[ purftied, that I had the advan- 
jtag^pfiOjem: I ftripped them of almoft 
frT^v^Wpg , tyey had, In the height of 

^PSF* tyff S av ? U P *^ e games and ele- 
.vat^dyitb my fuccefs, I reproached my- 
fclf for got having followed before fuch 
a Jjicratiye bufinefs. 
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"From that moment I refolved to make 
it my phqfipal ftudy ; and I was fo fuc- 

b 3 cefsful, 
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cefsful, that in a little time it led me to 
keep a coach and fervants. My youth, I 
thought, 'would be a bar to that refpett, 
which is, in general, paid to age ; fo to 
obviate that difficulty, I contrived to 
make myfelf appear a man of about 
thirty years of age: and as, at that time, 
I was as tall as I am now, the deception 
was praflifed with eflfe£l ; for, by an ar* 
tificial beard, brown manly colour, and 
falfe teftimonials, I procured an entrance 
into all eminent focieties. 

* 

" Befides gaming, I did not negleft to 
fatisfy my attachment for extraordinary 
-performances. At every place whjere I 
refided, I played fome trick or other* for 
which 4hey generally remembered me, 
But they were all, however, of fuch a 
nature, th&t they did not do any material 
harm. Thus, for example, many an emi- 
nent prelate became the obje£t of daugh- 
ter, if I ornamented his cowl with a jack- 

afsV 
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afs's head. Many a lady was out of coun- 
tenance, when i affured her, that inftead 
of a red ribbon, (he had put on a grey 
one ; and fhe at laft found this a truth 
before a looking-glafs. Another fcarcely 
could recover herfelf from a fit, when 
they told her, that (he refembled a black 
lady to a hair. And a third was half 
dead, when Ihe perceived, .that the> 
beauty-fpots on her face, which (he had; 
managed with great care, looked like, 
fun, moon, and ftars, and had alL the 
colours of the rain-bow. 

* Of that kind were the tricks I played/ 
I only mention them td you, not to leave 
a blank in my narrative, but will not 
trouble you with them farther, bec&ufe 
I think they are mere trifles, and fit only 
for the ftajge of a mountebank. I very 
feldom had any other views than thofe 
of momentary pleafure* and to fee my* 
felf admired, and looked upon by thofe 

8 4 in 
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in whofe company I pra&ifed fucTf foi- 
bles : they have not the leaft influence 
upon my future hiftory. You may ea- 
lify inform yourfelf of thofe myfterious 
pranks, if you procure the book ofAIbertus 
Magnus. 

44 1 muft now turn to thofe events which 
originated with me, or have at leaft been 
guided by me, in order that I might af- 
cend to the htgheft pinnacle of my ambi- 
tion . The pious drone, who negtefis to 
make ufe of the wings which nature has 
beftowed upon him, will, no doubt, fay, 
that they are the offspring of malice, re- 
venge, and deception, and ftamp them 
with his deteftation ; becaufe, from his 
natural ftupidlty, he is not able to f£- 
th'dfethe defign. " ' \ "* 

> • • * • . ■ • . ' • ' : 

* , . j * . . ■> ■ .- . - i 

' * c Many ar£ rendered fainbus by follow- 
ing the fyftems of their predecetibrs ; 
but I was without that advantage, and 

'"' '' ** de- 
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depended entirely upon myfeflf. I afited 
coolly j but not without machines* the 
frriailett motion of which . I had calcu- 
lated, with the greateft accuracy, Vil- 
Jains, m general, deftroy thofe whom ac- 
cident throws in their Way. I only com- 
mitted murder when I difcovered any 
enemies to my plans being put in exe- 
cution ! You, Prince, will fee I played 
by. that a capital chara&er. 

, . ? Every ra(h a£Hon, added the Count 
.(>. oV ,.js r but of a fbort duration. 






.The Armenia ^ndeavpured to <?on- 
rpffl hh repentance, by the ecftafy into 
.•which he laboured to throw us and him- 
felf. But it had feized fo powerfully 
"upon his hardened heart, that, in fpite of 
all his artifices, we could perceive his 
remorfe, and he very fooa became ex* 




- B 5 " We 



( io ) 

** We were obliged to permit him to go 
away. And that his health might not 
entirely be deftroyed, which was already 
very much injured by the terrible prifon 
in which he had been confined, under 
the leaden roofs of St, Mark's place; fear- 
ing that he might be prevented by a fud- 
den death,or madnefs, from giving us the 
key to events of fo much confequence, 
the Colonel interceded with the beft ef- 
fe£t to remedy his fituation. 

" After a few days he felt himfelf fuffi- 
ciently recovered to continue his narra- 
tive, which he feemed inclined to do. 

" He might, perhaps, have reflefted on 
his pad life ; for his felf-fatisfied coun- 
tenance had changed very much, an<J 
his high-toned fpeech was lowered; al- 
though he every now and then difplayed 
his favage difpofition, and on that ac- 
count it was very difficult for us to judge 

% of 
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of his true cfara&er. Fro?a his appear- 
ance, I fuppofed he was influenced by 
the effe&s of returning fenfibility, aud. 
yet endeavouring all in his power to fup- 
pjefs it/'- 

. He continued. - , - 

r 

" What will give you an idea of my: 
character, I have related to you as fin- 
cerely asany biographer can do of himfelf; 
the period until my thirty-fecond year, 
(which indeed contains fo much that I 
could fill up feveral folio volumes) I (hall 
run through very briefly. It contains 
nothing that concerns your hiftory, nor 
does it caufe in me fuch dreadful reflec- 
tions as the fubfequent days of my life. 

" In this fpace of time, I endeavour- 
ed to obtain that which was neceflarily 
wantiflg^on account of my youth. I flu- 
died with infinite afliduity the knowledge 
of .mankind, which was eafily obtained 

b 6 from 
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from the multitude of ptopfrfous events 
that constantly occurred tcr affift me ift ' 

my {peculations. 

.«, - . r ...... . ,. 

fc During that time I travelledthroUgfr : 
all Europe, and a part of Afia and Africa. ": 
I alio procured partizans at feveral courts: 
With their affiftance, I played my tricks 
in every department in which they were ' 
concerned. This. flattered my ambition, 
which aimed at nothing lefs than to be 
governor of fome (late." •" * • 

** And that was Tealfy your expecta- 
tion?" faid the Prince, haftily. 

** And I fhould certainly have adcom-' 
pliflied itay aimi" anfwered he-, .* if I 
could have remained undiscovered one - 
quarter df a yteanhmger." 



% < 



"^ One-would- think it almoft iropofTi- 
bte) that an idea fo extravagantly- a bftrrd 
fhoiild have entered your mind, and yet 

you 
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y toj-endea vottftrf to cany it i*tar 6fe&, 
nQt^ith(hilding all the difficult^* that 
furrounded you 1 But how was it potifc- 
blc for you to procure fuch partizans in 
the cabinets of tke-grett, * upon whofe in- 
fluence you o&uld depend ?^— Are not 
perforo of integrity elefted to fuch em- 
ployments ; men wha~are proof agalnff 
corruption?" 1 

€ f Ohl my gracious Prince, if other 

people doubted the poflibility of accom- 
plifhing a purpofe, I reckoned with the 
greateft, certainty upon its attainment. 
I frequently foggefted toth$m new plans, 
and fuddenly the work was finifhed* 
They looked ^rh witte all the - aftonifh- 
rnkni that a blind man vrcmld do Upon 
the* wbrid; w^rfehe fuddenly *o be fce-* 
ftored to fight. No one iufpefcted its 
exiftence, no one comprehended its de- 
figri •'> • : Evefcr thofd who ' were <empl6y ei 
o^ii^me^y *often tiid not know ^#bat 
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building they were cofrftru&irig, -whe» 
they were putting the r finifhing ftfoke to 



it;' 



" You forget yourfelf — you load me 
with new myfteries, without having, un- 
ravelled the firft. I fliould like to know 
by what means yau v fucceeded to bring 
the perfons engaged in the fecret cabi- 
nets of the different courts you mention, 
fo Entirely to your interefts ?"• 

u To your reply, that the great only 
elefct men of undoubted fincerity to fuch 
employments, I could, if I wiihed, prove 
to you quite the contvary ; and that the 
greateft treacheries have already been 
committed by fuch people. But I did 
not want to make ufe'of fuch means- s* 
they could procure me ! — The method 
by which I enchanted them was, to in- 
dulge their paffions. The mifer's hands 
I filled with money — the frantic, I threw 
I . into 
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into enth«fiafii>— I painted before the 
fancy of the ambitious, the fatisfa&ion 
of his wifhes — thofe that fought revenge, 
I aflifted in fulfilling their defires — and 
the voluptuous became my foil. Oh ! 
you will fcarqely believe what unbound- 
ed influence I often obtained with 
the moil confcientious, by procuring 
them a pair of blue l&nguiQiing "feyes, or 
by the affiftance of a pretended virgin — 
according as the tafte of my fubjefts re- 
quired* — There was not one in whom 
I did not difcover a weak fide, by which 
I could .guide him at my pleafure; and 
fovereigns very often liftened to my in- 
ventiojQS. I tell you this laft for your 
O^n tranquillity, my Prince j as it proves, 
that others were in a fimilar fituation 
with yourfelf." 

f" Nq/nore of this — your anfwerisnot 

fetisfa&ory.; >l, wifli rather to draw new 

queftiofts froift it» . - Frogi whence did 

^i % in the firft place 3 acquire all thofa 

• ." . large 



large fums, which were neceffary, as 
you faid yourfelf, to feed avaricious nrien? 
-—You could not poffibiy kcqirire fuffi- 
cient by gaming to do that,* arid Tiippcfrti 
at the fame time, the pageantry which 
you were obliged to difplay ?" 

. <c That I could riot forward all my 
plans by gaming, I owti, though I ac- 
quired large furris by'ft. But having 
adopted a title to my owtt fancy, ft pro- 
cured me eafy accefs to thk befi of cotk- 
pany ; I r^forted fikewife to a variety of 
other methods, I forged h^nd-wHtiiig^ 
and manufa£iurea falfe bank-nbtfes ; and 
By that means I carried' on a 1 genteel 
rogueifli trade. I will relate but one of 
my tricks to you, to convince' you df 
the poflibility of this, — 

" At . . .n, whither I travelled for the 
purpofe of procuring fixty thousand dol- 
lars, which I wanted for the corruption 
of a mlnifter of the court pf . . ♦ — I gave 

myfelf 
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shyfelf out for the Duke of . . /•'-This 
Prince was, as I knew for certain, upon 
his travels, and refiding at that time in 
. • . incognito. This lucky accident 
was aflifted. by his Tefembling me very 
much in his perfon ; and what was want- 
ing, Ieafily fupplied by art. The con- 
vention which I had with him. whilft 
on a vifit at his court, enabled me, with- 
out any difficulty, to imitate his geftures, 
and other peculiarities, that were cha- 
ra&eriftical. I alfo clothed my fervants 
with the fame livery as his. Very little 
prudence was then required to manage 
the reft. Who would have miftrufted 
me ? Jor tp make the deception com- 
plete, I wrpte falfe letters for the Duke, 
and fent them feveral days before my ar- 
rival there ; which obtained for me a 
£ood reception. , I fbon perceived, that 
they thought if a great honour , to tur- 
niffime with jewels; and fupply me with 
gr^at Kums of money. "So fortunate a 

cir- 
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clrcu— narre {yz~ ruLTec me to a Hate 

cf aiEjezce/' — 

" Incredible aui*;. I r I — Eutwasvou 
cot Etraid of beiM c^rvcred? 1 * 

€€ Not in the !e^:. Even thofe who 
had feen the Duke were deceived, and 
my extraordinary afiuracce was of great 
aliftancetaroe. The real Duke too was 
at a fufficient diliance from roe not to 
difcover the plot. BeGdes that, I did 
not give out dire&Iy, that I was the Duke v 
himfejf ; but only made ufe of fuch fa* 
vouraMe circum (fences as would in* 
dace them to believe me to be him. 
I gave myfelf out for the Count Sta..— 
This was the name under which the real 
Duke travelled — and they whifpered to 
one another, that they were certain it 
was the Duke . . . but they did not choofe 
to call me fo to my face, becaufe it was 
known that I travelled fecretly, and that 

I did 
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I did not .flay in a place where I was 
known. 

" Suppofe, for inftance, I fufpe&ed 

any one of treachery, it was very eafy 

for me to change my appearance, and 

to make tnyfelf entirely unknown, which 

I .could readily perform. In your owi* 

hjftory you will find examples of it, 

which I omit here, to avoid being toQ 
circumftantial. 
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" As foon as I had colle&ed my trea- 
sure, L took T a journey into the country, 
under the-pretext of paying a vifit to one 
of my acquaintances. Having penetrate 
ed fome way into jthe foreft 1 was obliged 
to pa& through, all about me was im» 
mediately changed, for every thing wa$ 
prepared for tha t p urpofe. My carriage 
became of another.form ; myhorfes were 
changed from bays to black; one of my 
fen ants f$t by my. fide as my wife ;♦ the 
. . , others 
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others were entirely metamorphofed; and 
I exchanged my title for that of major! 
It was impGffible for anyone to know 
me agate ! For appearance fake|, I left 
feveral df my fervants and ; fdtae large 
boxes behind. They incfeed knetir not 
tfrho I wis, fori took them a few days 
btffofe; fdr that ptirpofe, into nty fervice; 
and the fhmks contained nothing of any 
tteltief, by whtehthe good landlord cotild 
fetisfy hittifdffdr my account 5 they weri 
all filled up with earth and ftone^ 

r »-Th6tl h tile !— 6ut COuTd yoa srt- 
way if troft yctar footmen, Who were ac- 
iji&toted With your ttltki, and were 
6bligdd ! t4r-feft their part mthertlf-^^ 
Wti^ydtt'itot affiid of 'bddg betrayed 

* J « They WeVe'ah fo much'invoWed iii 
rtiy Intereftj that they feared the difco- 
ifreiryite mtifcH & 1 did; Arid; "befides, 

' : - 4 " ■ • ' ' [fed 
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1 .had only cunning people in my fervice, 
fuch as underftood the mere movement 
gisny eye-balls, and who, before I en- 
gaged them, had been accuftorned to 
deceit and rafcalky, — It was a long white 
before I could mufter a tribe, to whom 
L could entruft the execution of my 
fqhemes; and for that reaXbn, I lent 
thqfe into the other world, that I fufr 
pe£jtpd. They enjoyed the beft life that 
people of that defcription could wifl* 
for ! They had -a fuperfluity of every 
tiling^ \ veryfcldom $rQnbled them 
with ,^y-bu^n^fs ;. , but s when Jl .did. it 
was of fuch a, nat;ure.that they executed 
it willingly, for it coft tbem neither trou* 
t>te $or : drops of fwea*« A n & a * *b*y 
could difplay grept characters, mounter 
bank tricks, and wonders, they were 
fure of not being difcoyejedj as they 
told me, that by thofe means they conr- 
trived to have themfelves., .held in . the 
higheft refpeft. Believe me, Prince, 

thofe 
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Tvm- vsry^ccb attached 

..:-..":ul : ." lulillied ett fmallefl: 

.-. ,. itu. tcarec me lo much, 

r- >.: inicrto ik:icribe it. An 

; ^ ~~* ~n int., "marie them trem- 

: .^ . ^jtW ths; ext^arrdinary 

t-» .:vrn:nTn*, Trr.icfa I fome- 

. ui* cf;. tuit.to i:irru to mtril 



^ v v ::tt it ir" rnTrrmED^L^ 



\. • ••! ^ ^:r u^ :c cunuir.* and 

v • _ . ^ • r ey^t'T!cr?ced the contrary, 

— : - - - -LJkrcieJ, that vou made ufe 

i vr r< Tiitrunjenfs in the execution 

\ _- -*"-t>, when vour influence with 

. -i;-* ;~; sewers would have been 

*^ "* v ^ < - ' .f: ?bfcr ritl^n. But con* 
C : - -^ — „ * v c: an efFeQ the 

*'.v^ ^ ^; -^ "":: is ikiltully ma- 
naged. 
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naged. It is but natural to expe£t great 
things from him, whom we once have. 
feert perform a miracle; at leaft we do 
not doubt the want of ability, but con- 
clude, that he begins and ceafes at plea- 
sure. But you muft confider, that I 
only gave my people inconfiderable cha- 
racters to play; the capital part I per. 
formed myfelf ; and they always found 
fomething extraordinary in their part, 
ihough they aiTifted me individually to 
finiih the whole." 

" I muft confcfs, that you always acled 
with the greateit precaution. But I muft 
go back to my former queftions, one of 
which only you have anfwered to my fa- 
tisfaclion, namely: the way you got the 
large furns of money to defray the ex- 
pences of your plans. How you pleafed 
the fanatic, and how you fatisfied the 
revengeful and voluptuous, I can 
imagine ; but what could the amfa 
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expe£t of you, as you could not difpoft 
of titles, or lucrative employments?" 

* f Very much, Prince; for before I 
applied to any one, and previous to my 
becoming clofely conne&ed with a per- 
fon," (for I avoided carefully the appear* 
ance of jfeeking their friendihip, and al- 
ways contrived it fo, that they fought 
for my acquaintance firft,) I gave thofe 
perfons fuch proofs of my power, that 
they were eafily led to expect much 
from the connexion. And we find no 
great difficulty in crediting every thing 
that tends to promote the accomplish- 
ment of our wifhes. Extraordinary as 
it may feem, they fome times obtained 
irom me what I promifed, though the 
-difficulties that prefented themfehres 
'were unbounded. 

" It was not my intention to be fo 
circumftantial in my account of this pe- 

riQd 
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riod of my life, but only to point out 
the confequences, which were produced 
by my aftions ; — but I read it in your 
countenance, gracious Prince, that you 
will not be fatisfied with its and I be- 
gin on that account the hiftory of ano- 
ther part of my life, which of itfelf 
would make me notorious j though it 
ought to be thrown in the back ground, 
when compared with that which fol- 

i<WS. 

" The Court of*** which at that time 
took part in every war, and at the con- 
clufion of it prefcribed the conditions of 
peace, feemed to nourifhfome creatures, 
who would become ufeful to me, as foon 
^s I wanted their affiftance : with that 
view I travelled there. 

" To difcover thofe that could be at 
a|l ufeful to me in the execution of my 
plans, was my firft endeavour. I had 
not long to feek for them 3 they foon 

vol. iv. c pre- 
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prefented themfelves to me. Thele 
were the two firft fecretaries. Through 
their hands paffed the raoft important 
matters that concerned the government. 
They were the oracles of the minifters, 
who troubled themfelves with no other 
part of the bufinefs, than that of.agree- 
ing to the plans propofed to them by their 
fecretaries ; and, if requifite, figning 
their names, although fameTounded their 
praife, and extolled their wifdom. 

** In fhort, the firft minifters, who had 
no other merit,than that of having fprung 
from ancient families, were decorated 
with the ribbands, and enjoyed the titles, 
whilft the fecretaries performed the la- 
bour. You are aftonifhed, but it is really 
the fa£l, though few had a knowledge of 
it ; for the honourable and learned pri- 
vate Councellor, Baron . .•. . had a pen- 
lion, oh account of his old age, which 
rendered him no longer capable, not- 
withftanding his .great abilities, of tranf- 

afting 
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a£iing any bufinefs for the (late. Thofe 
who were in office, had only to thank 
One perfon for their fituation, who did 
not regard their being adequate to the 
ftation they filled ; but only, whether 
they had handfome features, and were 
well made. Some I muft except, but 
they were either ambafladors, or had 
little influence in the cabioet. 

" All the principal bufinefs fell upon 

the two fecretaries ; and through them 

alone, the court obtained and augmented 

' that dignity, which the before mentioned 

Baron- . . • . had procured. 

<c It is. incredible, what two men can 
perform, when placed in fuch a fituation, 
if they a£l together. One paflionately 

loved the lady the only daughter of 

the conference-minifter ; and the other 
aimed at a lucrative finecure. But as 
both their defigns were thwarted, they, 

c 2 for 
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for that reafon, became fincerely attach- 
ed to each other- They were of plebeian 
birth ; and neither the lady, nor the ele- 
vated fituation could poffibly be obtain- 
ed for them, according to the arrange- 
ments Their fuperiors would not fuffer 
ihem to be too powerful, for fear it (hould 
depreciate their own authority. Thofe 
two men laboured with great induftry, 
and yet neither of them could advance a 
ftep farther in the attainment of his ob- 

jeft. The firft fecretary L who was 

in love with the lady, thought of gain- 
ing ber heart by his great, merits and ta- 
lents; and he was not entirely miftaken ; 
for (he valued fuperior abilities more than 
high birth. But how could fhe be Aware 
that he wasfo accomplilhed achara£ter t 
when all that he performed was attri- 
buted to the account of another? and 
the laws of etiquette hindered him from 
forming any other acquaintance with 
ber, than that which fome ftolen looks 
l pro- 
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procured him. He did not imagine, 
though the lady loved him fincerelyv 
that fhe dared give him her hand -, as fhe 
Reckoned eighteen degrees of nobility \ 
A dreadful idea, to conneft eighteen 
degrees of birth with a plebeian of rae» 
rit I — yet he did not tfefpaiv* 

" The other fecretary D . . . had for 
Aiany years faithfully exerted himfelf iri 
his fituation ; he undertook the moft im- 
portant bufinefs, . and accomplifhed it 
•with credit : but he was continually dif- 
iappointed, for all the vacant fituations. 
were given to Grangers. They both had 
fiaily bufinefs together; and their bad 
fortune and repeated difappointmentfc 
ifrere the fubjett of converfation, and 
the caufe of & 'verv intimate friend- 
fhip; which is, in fuch circumftances, 
very rare: for we generally wifh to furpafs 
each other, and inffead of exprefling 
real friendfhip, exhibit mafks of hypo- 

c 3 crify. 
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crify. They Juftly confidered, that, if 
there were a poflibility to arrive at the 
fummit of their wiflies, it could only be 
brought about by their being united. 
And this at length happened. 1# . . . 
fought every opportunity to praife the 
talents of D . . . to his fuperior, and was 
only fatisfied when D . . . (who was in 
.great favor with the lady's father) fpoke 
a good word in his behalf, on account of 
his beloved. 

" Both were very near gaining their 
aim. L... was beloved by his girl ^ 
and, elevated with the idea, fuppofed» 
like lovers in general, that things might 
eafily be fettled after their union. D . . . 
alfo was on the point of obtaining an 
eligible fituatidn as a counfellor, with 
the profpeft, of procuring a ftill bettej 
employment ; when, behold, all fud- 
denly fell to the ground. — And who 
brought this event about ? It was I. 

" I de- 
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e * I deftroyed their plans, in order 
that I might reftore them again to hap- 
piqefs, when it fliould feem to them to- 
tally impoffible. I could then with the 
greater certainty rely upon their grati- 
tude for my generofity- 

" Obferve how I undertook that dif- 
ficult talk, and how I perfevered in it ! 

(C Into the houfe of the lady's father 
I had long before acquired accefs. I 
affumed the charafter of an Italian Baron r 
by name Fatifiel/o, and gaming, which 
he was fond of> procured me a ready ad- 
mittance to his table. To increafe his- 
efteem, I made pfe of no other method,, 
than to let him always be fuccefsfui 
when we played. He was weak enough 
not to fee through this manoeuvre; and 
1, with a moft chearful countenance, 
fiubmitted to every thing that he pro- 

c 4- pofed. 
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pofed. — We wer$, when his bufinefc. 
permitted, always together. I therefore 
became, in a great meafure, neceffarjr 
to promote his comfort. At his houfe 
I alfo contra£ted ah intimacy with both 
the fecretaries $ and L . . . muft acknow- 
ledge himfelf beholdeji to me for engag- 
ing the attention of the father, purpofelyv 
that he might entertain himfelf un- 
difturbed with his beloved. 

u This feeraed to be the time for 
blowing up the mine, which I had fo 
artfully conftru&ed* It was neceflary 
to render thfe courtfhip of the Tecretary 
with the old gentleman's daughter fufc 
picious, without his being able to gue& 
at my intentions. — This was admirably 
effe&ed. The poor young lady very 
foon received pofitive orders from her 
father, to avoid the company of the fe- 
cretary. 

" She 
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" She now could only weep in the 
fblitude of her chamber over her misfor- 
tunes. L . - ► was received coolly, when 
he came to the houfe; and too foon 
perceived the caijfe from which this 
treatment originated. He therefore di£ 
continued his vifits, and fought in vain 
to recover his loft repofe in the filent 
path of retirement, where nought 
could difturb him in the hallowed plea- 
fiire of pouring forth the forrows" of 
his foul. Believe not, gracious Prince,; 
that this is an addition, of my own ; no,, 
the poor fellow had, indeed, loved fo* 
paffionately, that he was almoft driven 
to madnefs, and could not apply any 
longer to bufinefs. 

" D.:'. did not obtain the protmfecf 
fituation, but was thrown into prHbn, 
becaufe a document of confequence wafc 
miffing, which had been put into his. 
hands* He was fufpe&ed of'having fent 

€ $ it 
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it treacheroufly to a foreign court. — Re- 
flefr, my Prince, how this circumftance 
muft have operated upon the mind of 
poor L . . . ; for he juftly feared he fliould 
be involved in D . * . 's affair. This 
would indeed have happened, had I 
not fuipecled, that if I any longer de- 
Jayed unraveling the bufinefs, it might 
in the end become a talk of great diffi- 
culty, or, at leaftj ultimately deprive me 
of what I expe&ed to arife from my 
fcheme. — On that account I haftened to 
accomplifli all I had undertaken. 

" I purfued the fteps of poor L . . . , 
in one of his folitary. walks. For fome 
time I could difcover t\q traces of him. 
I afcended the fteeps, and penetrated 
into the deepeft part of the wood, at fe- 
veral points, before I found him. I was 
on the point of giving up the fearch, 
when I fortunately perceived him. — For 
the fituation of his mind, he could not 

have 
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have chofen . a more convenient fpot, 
than that where I found him. Before 
his feet a filver ftream glided filently 
along, fupplied by a torrent that rofe 
among the fcattered fhrub-crowned rocks, 
that ornamented the oppofite fhore, and 
in which were formed a variety of beau- 
tiful grottos. Over it there was a /helv- 
ing, precipice, which almoft reached the 
bank on which he was fitting. It was 
barren, and produced only here and 
there a few little fhrubs and mofs> From 
the middle of it there iffued a rivulet, 
which with pleafing murmurs united it- 
felf with .the ftream. of the river. The 
fun dill gilded with his fetting beams 
the fummits of the rocks, and impatiently 
the pale moon feemed to wait for the 
period, when fhe (hould refume the go- 
vernment, and fhed her faint light on the 
ripling waves. The ravenous night- 
birds had left their haunts, and were 

c 6 wan«» 
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wandering with hideous cries in fearch 
of prey. / 

u He was fitting upon the ffump of a 
tree, covered with mofs. His headway 
placed on his hand, and he apparently 
ftruggled with fome horrid refolution. 
In his right hand he held a writing tab- 
let. I filently drew nearer to him, and 
beheld the following words infcribed 
upon it : 



u 



Not to the dregs is the cup of for- 
row emptied, which was filled up ta 
if the brim. No : it falls from my 
<c hand. — Behind me — all is irrecovera- 

4 

u bly loft; before me — impenetrable 
u darknefs; within me— defpair. No 
other pajth which leads from* this la-~ 
byrinth of innumerable fufferingsjthativ 
through the gates of death. — Oh !: 
" come then> come i welcome friend F 

u — Thy 
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— Thy broken fceur-glafs is no^ fright- 
** fill pifture? thy horrible face feem* 
•* to me the fwect fmUing of a bride be- 
■* fore the altar > the voice of the de- 
44 ftroy er founds more* charming to me, 
•* than the moil: beautiful mufic on the 
** long wHhed nuptial day.; — Oh ! come 
u then* and bring me, weary of life, to- 
u the vaults of reft. — Thou comeft not $ 
** — Then I will haften to thee, wha 
u haft thy habitation in every element,. 
u to^ham every moment of our lives 
u brings* us nearer. — 



ft 



In thefe waves, my beloved, I feek 
a period to my fefrrows, ttecaufe my 
w afie£Mon fot thee is unconquerable- 
My laft breath will be employed in 
calling upon thy name^ and it wiH 
be firft repeated, whfcn my tongue 
" (hall refume its powers ag£in, roufed 
** by a found which will penetrate even 
" into the moft profound depths." 

u He 
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"• He ftarted haftily up, lifting his 
elafped hands towards heaven. — " Thou, 
" O! eternal God," he exclaimed, "wilt 
" forgive me ; for thou, art gracious, and 
" I am thy creature ! My beloved Con- 
" cordia !" — He ruftied, after uttering 
thefe words, precipitately towards the 
river — but I caught him in my arms, 

" The fright, which my fudden ap- 
pearance occafioned, threw him almoft 
into a fwoon; but he foon recovered; 
and remained fpeechlefs for fometime, 
flaring at me with great earneftnefs. 1 
thought it beftnot to interrupt, him, but 
to wait, and difcover what would be the 
effeA of fuch a fudden ftiock to his 
whole frame. 

" I know not," faid he at length, 
"whether I fliould thank you, or 
curfe the moment in which it came 
into your mind, to vifit this defert. and 

fruf- 
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fruftra-te my attempts, whilft I was wit- 
ling to break the chain of my fufferings* 
which is become too heavy for me." 

" When you know of what confe- 
quence it will be to you, then you will 
thank mev" 

" The gift of ajoylefs life. — For that 
muft I thank you ?" 



<c You will thank me. 



» 



" Incomprehenfible ! — Can we thank 
him, who, when we are feeking for a 
thing with anxiety, returns us that which 
we threw away ? — 

" But if the thing were a diamond, 
which we had falfely imagined a worth- 
lefs ftone, how then ?" 



« 



I do 



m l do not find myfelf in that fituation. 
I was willing to throw afide a diftreffing; 
burden, which you have again impofed 
upon me againfl: my inclination." 

" A diftreffing burden^ — Is ft poflible 
that life can be defpifed by him, who 
fees himfeif on the point of obtaining 
the objeft of his wifhes ? — fmpetuous* 
man ! What joy, what happinefs ftill 
awaits you ; of all of which you would 
have deprived yourfelf, if I had not pre- 
vented your accomplishing the dreadful 
a€l of filicide." 

cc The objeft of my wifhes near me? 
Happinefs ftill awaits me! — Cruel fport! 
And this from you, who are acquainted 
with my whole hiftory ?" 

" You are near the objeft of your 
wifhes ! — I am not fporting with your 

feet 
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feelings. I have fpoken the truth. But 
I had almoft forgotten, that mortals, 
when hurried to defpair, are devoid of 
refle£Hon/* 

" And are not you a man ? Do you 
not feel the force of hope, the galling 
pangs of defire ? Does not inability re* 
mind you of your grofs matter, when 
you would exert your faculties beyond 
their limits, and endeavour to fly to the 
boundaries of the atmofphere ?" 



" Thefe are queftkms which your own 
lhame will unravel to you/* 



* Did I not fee you frequently, and 
with paflion play with the father of my 
beloved B" 



u 



Did I play with paffion ?" 



ce 



l* 
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u Is there left any other prefumptionv 
when we obferve, that it becomes the 
daily bufinefs of a man 2" 

" Short-fighted mortal !— Not to tmft 
me farther 1 — But I pardort you : how- 
ever, mark this rule: if you fee a wife 
man, according to your fentiments, a£i 
weakly or improperly, admit that he 
perhaps does it merely on account of its 
good confequences s for he a&s like a 
prudent botanift, nourifhes noxious and 
poifonous plants, in order that he may. 
extra£t from them an efficacious fluid." 

" But, what do you want with me? " 

" To make you happy,. Liffen to me 
without interruption, arid anfwer merely 
my queftions. — You were about to cut,, 
with your own hand-,, the thread of your 
life, becaufe you thought yourfelf un- 
happy* 
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happy, whilft you met with obftacles to 
your love I" 

" Obftacles,- which were unfurmount- 
able -, to remove which, I employed all 
my powers, but I ^exerted them in vain. 
And is not this fufficient to make me 
unhappy ? Is not the largeft and moil 
magnificent building overthrown, when 
we fap the foundation on which it is fup- 
ported ? And the hiftory of my friend* 
will not that alfo add to my n&iferies ? 
Is it poffible for me to efcape the danger- 
ous gulph into which he has fallen? 
Will not my grief, on feeing an intimate 
friend in diftrefs,. fooner than ma]te my 
innocence appear, render it more fufpir 
cious ? — Leave me, or it will drive me to 
diftra&ion, to find that a man can be 
witnefs to all this, and (he fhuddered) 
yet remain indifferent." 

" I have: 
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u I have heard yon with patience^ 
Your words are thofe of a man over- 
powered with calamities. If you had 
liftened to me coolly, you would have 
been able to explain to yourfelf my un- 
concern, which feemed to you fo much 
to defefve cenfure and reproof; but 
which at ifes merely from a conviaion* 
that I can reftore to you that which, 
you think irrecoverably loft t 

r u You ! you rettore me that again f 
Alas, how willingly would I believe 
your words, if I were able L" 

" Well then* acknowledge your in* 
credulity,, and be convinced of thefaft \ n 

u We arrived,, during our difcourfe, 
before a coal-hut,, fequeftered amidft 
thick bufhes,, and by which a little rivu- 
Jet ran $., I conduced his fteps to the 

door* 
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door, almoft without his knowledge. 
His beloved Concordia flew out of the 
hut, into the arms of heraftoniihed L... ,f 

" I can now, with reafon, expe£t the 
t}ueftion from you, my Prince, how the 
Lady came there ? — It was by my con- 
trivance that this was effe&ed. 

iC On what a good footing I flood with 
the lady's father you know already, and 
his opinion of me was increafed, when 
he faw that my fentiments coincided 
with his, namely, that the love of his 
daughter mult remain hopelefs, becaufe 
it was fixed upon a man, who, if even 
he had the merit of .being learned, would, 
in fpite of that, be a difgrace to his an- 
cient family. He charged me, for that 
reafon, to explain to his daughter 'this 
truth, and I was very willing to perform 
that tafk. Daily I converfed with the 
poor Concordia in fecret, and I made 

ufe 
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ufe of every opportunity to make her 
more and m<jrre attached to her beloved ; 
infomuch, that fhe at laft promifed me 
to venture every thing for him, rather 
than to lofe him. Oh his account, (he 
difregarded the inheritance and ancient 
family of her father, 

" As I had alfo contrived to render 
abortive all the attempts of her beloved 
to fpeak to her, or to fend her a letter, 
fhe impaired her health by inceffant anx- 
iety; and it was found advifeable to 
procure her a phyfician. He advifed as 
I had fufpe&ed, frequent airings in a 
coach, and as foon as her ftrength would 
permit, to walk frequently. I was 
obliged to accompany her ; and in one 
of our walks, I difcovered the coal-hut, 
and propofed it as a place of ambufli for 
her, becaufe they would be the lead 
likely to find her in fuch a fituation ; and 
in the mean time we could arrange the 

bufinefs. 



fcufinefs. She cbnfented to my propofal, 
and flew thither, according to my ad- 
vice, Dfi a certain day, when her father 
was abfent from home. 

* € In the mean time I fought for her 
lover. I fortunately found him not far 
diftant from the very fpot, and brought 
him near to the ijut, where, by the fud- 
den appearance of "his beloved, and the 
recolleftion of what I had before told him, 
I made an impreffion upon his mind that 
could never be effaced. Every word 
that he fpoke evinced how deeply he 
felt his farrows. 

" Their embraces lafted for a long 
time in the hut, which I obferved from 
without, through a chink;, then L.. . 
mlhed out, , and threw himfelf at my 
feet." 

4. 

«' Pardon 
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<€ Pardon ipe," exclaimed he, u par- 
don* me, that I did not believe your 
words. — But how could I expeft this 
from you, when I thought myfelf aban- 
doned by every one ?" 

I raifed him up. 

u Have I kept my word ? faid I, fmil- 
ing. Have I fulfilled my promife ?" 

" Oh! magnanimous, nobleftof men, 
forgive me !" 



49 
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Is your life Hill indifferent to you ?" 



That you faved it, this angel fhall 
thank you." 

« He brought forth Concordia, who, 
not recovered from the effe&s of her ec- 
itafy, was ftill weeping for joy. 

a " Afcene 
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" A (bene now enfued, which, if any 
thing could have operated upon my fen- 
fibility, would have bad the defired 
effe£L I faw two fouls, elevated to the 
height of happinefs by my exertions, 
who idolized me with fpeechlefs affec- 
tion and gratitude. I partook of their 
joy, and was thus more than rewarded 
for my trouble. 

" As foon as the firft intoxication of 
delight had fubfided, the lady began 
to exprefs much anxiety and fear, (fo 
natural to virtuous women) for having 
ventured bn fuch a perilous undertaking. 
T flood near them, and liftened to all 
they faid. • They then reflefted upon 
many things which could not previoufly 
have been thought of. 

" The young lady who had conquered 
fo heroically her attachment to her coun- 
try, her love to her father, and her regard 
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$0 bis wealth, was now troubled with the 
thought, whilft (he held her beloved ob- 
je£t in her arms, whither they fliould fly, 
and whence they fhould derive fubfift- 
ence; For (lie recollefted with forrow, 
that fhe hacj not taken with her, in her 
great hafte, either money— or diamonds." 

" And will," exclaimed L. . ., "our 
generous friend, to whofe kindnefs and 
exertions we owe all our happinefst 
will -be leave unfinifhed fhe work he has 
begun ?"-— 

" Certainly not," faid (he, whilft fhe 
turned herfelf to me, and feized my 
- hand, which fhe preffed fuddenl/ to her 
lips ; and every little cloud, which was 
before vifible upon her countenance, 
difappeared immediately. " At the idea, 
the mod horrid which could influence 
my mind, that my beloved could again 
be torn from me, I forgot, for fome mo- 

ments, 
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fttents, that you were our proteftor, 
and would provide for us* k Pardon the 
weak, the anxious maiden, who has 
placed fuch confidence in you*" 

cc I could eafily imagine, that In this 
uncommon confidence placed in me, 
which had now occupied the fouls of 
this couple, fancy would do much ; and 
I only waited to lee this manifefted, 
when I reprefented to them, in its moft 
ftriking point of view, what they might 
ejcpe&from me, if that which feemed to 
them an impoflibility had been brought 
about by my management. 

u It is right," I began, " for you to 
truft me ; and you have reafon to expeft 
more good fortune from him, who can 
give you more than even your moft fan- 
guine wifhes would lead you to expe£l. 
This very day, (for day began already to 
break) and before the moon rifes again, 

d 2 you 
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you both fliall be/joined in wedlock by the 
hand of the prieft, and pafs in happi- 
taefs through this tranfitory flate ; unit- 
ed, by the confent of your father, my 
dear Lady, who will give you, more- 
over, his paternal bleffing to increafe 
your blifs. To-day, alfo, before the 
fun fhines in his meridian fplendor, (hall 
D . . . be liberated from his imprifon- 
ment, and replaced in his fituation with 
dignity and honor — and (turning to L. . .) 
which alfo waits for you. — I go to ac- 
complifli what I now promife : till I re- 
turn, I requeft you to continue in this 
cottage," 

" I left them in great aftonifhment, 
and flew, as haftily as poffible, through 
the buflies, fo that they believed (as 
they afterwards confeffed to me) I had 
difappeared like a fpirit, and I took 
6are to fovour the idea. 

" I haft- 



( 5 3 ) 

" I haftened to the refidence of the 
lady's father, and immediately prefent- 
ed myfelf before him. He was fitting 
melancholy upon a fofa; being much 
alarmed by the flight of his daughter. 
All who had been fent after her, had 
come back without having been able to 
difcover the place of her retreat. He 
reprobated his own obduracy in the molt 
violent terms* Under the malk of a 
comforter, I was about going to acquaint 
him with what might probably happen ; 
but he would not at that moment liften 
to mypropofals; for he ftillfpurned the 
thought of procuring the return of his 
daughter by giving herhand to a plebeian. 
I tried every- method I could invent to in- 
duce him to abandon his prejudices; 
but before I could obtain my end, there 
came an officer with feveral foldiers to 
take up the minifter as a ftate prifoner. 
He immediately intreated me in the 
humbleft manner, to accompany him to 

D 3 his 
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his fovereign, who expefted me, and 
had eve;ry where enquired for me. I 
followed him readily, as I had forefeen 
this i for it was a part of my plan-. 

" From the manner in which the 
king received me, I could eafily judge 
that he had a high efteem for me* He 
related to me, that D. * .'s fervant had 
abfconded the foregoing flight, and left 
a letter behind him, which was {hewn 
me. It was to this jmrpofe : 

<c Sir, the fecretary D* , . is innocent. 
The document which is wanting, I ftole 
from' him clandeftinely, in the mod ro* 
guiih manner, and fold it to the minifter 
..... for a largo fum of money; the 
greater part of which will be found in 
my trunk, as I cannot load myfelf with 
the wages of treachery. Repentance 
and anxiety perfecute me every where. 
They feduced me to accomplish that 

wicked 
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wicked adion ; and I confefs with hor- 
ror, that it was accurfed avarice alone 
which prevented my difcovering the vil- 
lany of fuch an infamous tranfaftion, 
till the Baron Vatifiello laft night ap- 
peared fuddenly in my chamber, and 
warned me of the confequences. God 
etfiy knows from whence he could 
Have got intelligence of it. He muff be 
omnifcient! — You may afk him; an 
anxious defire to fave myfelf will not 
let me remain at refl ! 

JOHN KLEINBART." 

" I read it without emotion, although 
the eyes of the king were fixed upon me 
all the time, 

" Is this true ?" — he aflced me. 



« 



I anfwered him by a look, whilft I af- 
fumed an air of fuperiority. He might 
have underftood it, for he feemed aftiam- 

d 4 ed 
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cd, and thanked me for the fervice which 
I had rendered him in having preferved 
an innocent ufeful man. 

" He began after an interval of feveral 
minutes. 

" After what I have this day feen of 
you, you feem to me to be an uncom- 
mon man, of whom I know not how to 
form a corre£i idea ; but I believe you 
will be kind enough to anfwer me fome 
queftions." 

a I have not forgotten, that when I en- 
quired whether the account given in the 
letter were true, you feemed to be not 
quite fatisfied. I was not induced 
through any fufpicion to afk fuch a 
queftion ; but I wiftied merely for your 
confirmation of this extraordinary cir- 
cumftance." 

u And 
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" And I believed, faid I, that my 
looks would explain this better to your 
Majefty than many words. *Tis the 
boafter only that fpeaks his own praife. , 
However, put your queftions." 

" To-day they found you at the mi- 
nifter's, and you knew he was a traitor.: 
to his country." 



" That he is not. 



rr 



" But he has, however, bought the 
document, upon which fo much de- 
pends." — 

" That he has not." 

" Enigmas, and nothing but enigmas I 
— However, the letter?" 

" O King ! all is not gold that flit- 
ters.— The counfellor, who afterwards 

d 5 ob- 
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obtained the place, which was refervetf 
for D..., bought the document, and 
defigned to fell it again for a large fum 
to the enemy, as all depends upon it in? 
the prefent war. Send to him. The 
meffengers will find the paper behind 
his writing deflc, and they will find him 
lying in his bed, poifoned, as he thought 
it not advifeable to live any longer by 
fuch iniquitious means. A letter in the 
right pocket of his dreffing gown, will* 
unravel the myftery." , 



*< 



The King looked at me with afto- 
nifhment, and immediately gave fuch 
orders as I recommended. The mef~ 
fengers foon returned, and found every 
thing as I had defcribed. His furprife 
then arofe to the higheft degree; he 
fliewed fo much veneration for me, that 
he loft the power of fpeech, when hfe 
attempted to addrefs me, as I looked at 
him. 

" The 
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" The note the meflengers found iu 
the pocket of the counfellor's dreffing 
gown, .was as follows : 

u The Baron Vatifiello appeared to 
me laft night, though my door was 
locked. How this was poffible for him, 
I cannot comprehend, and ftill tremble 
to refleft upon it. He knows all about 
the document. He has commanded me 
to difcover it ; he has, however, permit- 
ted me to do it by a letter, which I fhall 
leave behind me, and to fly, if I wifh 
to become better, and that I will now 
do ! Their curfed money I leave ber- 
hindmel! — 

" In my letter I have accufed the- 

- minifter of the crime; this was> 

done that I might not break the oath 
which I have fworn, that I wCuld not 
betray you: But if your confcience 
will not induce you to liberate an inno- 

n 6. cent 
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cent man, who fuffers for you, the Ba- 
ron will do it. — Good God, what a man 
muft he be, who can difcover fuch hid- 
den fecrets ! 

" Save yourfelf if you can, butrefcue 
your confcience from pain, and leave 
behind you fuch evidence as will prove 
the minifter an innocent man. 

" I know not how to remove my 
painful anxiety. — Alas! if I were but in 
fecurity! — You alone are the caufe of 
my misfortune, with your curfed money 
and your artful perfuafions. — I, who 
had fuch a good matter, became his be- 
trayer! Oh! that I were able to de- 
scribe to you the hell which burns in 
my bofom ! — God will aflift me ! — Save 
yourfelf, or at leaft your foul. — I can 
write no more, I muft be gone. 

JOHN KLfclNBART.** 



a 
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n Secretary D... and the miaifter 
immediately obtained their liberty, and 
thanked me in the prefence of the Mo- 
narch, who had attended with much 
emotion to thefe circumftances. He 
entreated me very much to ftay with 
him, to be his friend and Counfellor 
in the adminiftration of date affairs, but 
I refufed it. My ambition would have 
beea flattened by it, L acknowledge, but 
in fuch a fituation I could not purfue 
the fyftem I had adopted, and my prof- 
peels being inBnitely fuperior to that of 
being a royal favourite, to his requefl 
I made the following anfwer: 

cc Your kingdom, my Sovereign, is 
populous and extenfive, but the other 
empires in the world are of equal mag- 
nitude. All of them have a demand 
upon me. Every where they need my 
powerful fervices. I dare not give you 
and your country that which Ihave ta- 
ken 
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ten from others. To be your favourite, 
or even vice-governor, would be limit- 
ing my power to too fmall a circle. 1 
cannot now give a farther explanation 
of my condu£t. Indeed if I were to 
endeavour to do fo, you would not 
comprehend me. D© not prefs me to 
do that which I muft refufe. If you 
'will honour my memory, then follow 
my example: fave innocence from op* 
preffion or fedu&ion wherever yoa 
can, and make men happy who de- 
ferve it. I will at prefent give you an 
opportunity for fo doing. 

a Both your fecretaries, L . -. . and 
D-. .., are the moft deferving men in 
your court. You have hitherto known 
them too little. Follow my advice. 
You w^ll find in them men who defer ve 
your patronage, and who will ferve you 
with fidelity. As fooh as they are able, 
I will let you know it. For the pre- 

fent* 
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lent, let them both be your private 
counfellors. L . . « loves the daughter 
©f the minifter > command the hard- 
hearted father to give him his daughter's 
hand* They are deftined for each other, 
their marriage is concluded in heaven - y 
for that reafon, neither rank nor power 
fhall feparate them ! 

" The King willingly confented to 
all, and the minifter was too prudent a 
courtier not to be guided by the voice 
*©f his Sovereign rather than his own 
opinion. It was impoffible for him to 
meet with a better fortune for his daugh- 
ter, when he faw L . . . was the King's 
favourite as well as mine, and contem- 
plated the honourable employments 
which his fon-iti-law would arrive at. 
It was then very eafy for the King to 
complete the happinefs of the father, 
by giving L . . . a diploma for the num- 
ber 
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Ber of petty degrees which he had re* 
quired. He refle£ted, . however, that 
his daughter and L . . . were gone, and 
he bewailed his k>fs to the King.. 

« 

" Do not queftion me concerning 
them, (I interrupted him) my afitions 
are fecret, they are impenetrable to 
men ; very often they feem contradic- 
tory, and I am covered with the dark 
veil of myftery. In a fhort time both 
will be here." 

€g My daughter here]" exclaimed 
the minifter, " my daughter 1" 

" I made no reply, but threw myfelf 
into my coach, which was ready for me> 
and foon arrived at the hut, where I 
met the lovers. I fay nothing of their 
ecftafy, when I delivered to them the 
unexpe£ted news. 

"My 
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" My ferioufnefs alone deterred them 
from preffing me to death, out of love 
and veneration ; and immediately upon 
niy arrival with them in the King's fa- 
loon, aPrieft gave them the matrimo- 
nial benediction. 

" Tell me yourfelf, gracious Prince* 
had I not reafon to expe£t fidelity and 
gratitude for fuch an a& of generofity J 
Purpofely had I conduced the bufinefs 
fo, that their future happinefs muft de- 
pend upon me; and they were, for that 
reafon, obliged to endeavour to fecure a 
continuance of my favour. 

" Did I, not alfo fhew myfelf to them 
in fuch a manner, that they muft think 
me the moft perfeft and beft of mankind, 
from whom nothing could be expe&ed 
but a£ts of goodnefs? You muft have 
obferved how firmly even the King be- 
lieved every thing, and what in cafes of 

exigency 
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exigency might I not hope from binv 
who faw that my condu£t was quite difc 
interefted, being merely careful for the 
welfare of others ? 

" And to enforce thefe impreffions 
fo much the more, I abfented myfelf 
fuddenly from **d*** without the 
knowledge of any perfon ; and that they 
might not difcover any trace of me, I 
went off in a drefs in which nobody 
had feen me before, in order to make 
the people believe (which really hap- 
pened) I had difappeared. 

" And now hear; in what a natural 
manner I worked all thofe feeming 
wonders. 

tc One of my people had, before I 
arrived at * * d * * # , been engaged in 
the fervice of fecretary D . . . . , and thus, 
by him,. I obtained a knowledge of all 

before^ 
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before-hand. He was the pretended! 
John Kleinbart. Purfuant to my com- 
mand he ftole the document, which 
was not difficult for a plan like him. — 
I was obliged to have a perfon to hire 
him for that purpofe, and he coutd not 
remain aliye, becaufe he could have 
proved his innocence by discovering the 
fa£t. Nobody was more fit for that 
than the Counfellor. John had a love- 
intrigue with his female-cook, and was 
often in the houfe when the Counfellor 
was abfent. I made ufe of this favour- 
able circumftance. It was very eafy for* 
John to put the document, the evening 
before, behind the writing-defk, and to 
convey the letter, written by me, into 
the pocket of the Counfellor's dreffing 
gown. And, in order to kill him, . no-, 
thing jnore was requifite than to put 
a powder into the drink he was ao 
cuftomed to take before he went to 

bed^ 
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bed, and which flood ready prepared 
for him againft he came home.. 

" The reafou why I afted in the 
manner defcribed, and caufed the Mi- 
nifter to be fufpefted, you will, withr 
out afking me, very eafily. perceive ; 
for thofe were the only proper means- 
to difplay my powers.. 

" AH the purpofes which I wiflied to 
accomplifh, will now be manifeft : f<> 
clearly will they appear, that I may 
now be entirely filenU 

" Nor need you a(k me in future* 
how it was ppffible for me to attach in* 
diffolubly to my intereft. the. beft and 
moft prudent men, and afterwards to 
perfuade them to do any thing, that X 
*ld filed,. 

<« And: 
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X€ And now/' continued the Aftne^ 
nian, ** I was approaching that period, 
when, as 1 before faid, my views were 
guided by a fetiled plan. What I had 
hitherto accomplifhed was (except ac- 
quiring an acquaintance with feveral 
courts, and a degree of influence in 
them) often nothing more than a conti- 
nual chain of deceptions, by which I 
endeavoured to gain creatures, and to 
acquire credit in their eyes. I too foon 
perceived that my abfence from any 
place, very foon effaced the impreflion 
which I had left there. To my terror 
did I difcover, that the ties of gratitude 
for certain fervices I had rendered, 
which I thought had united fo many to 
my intereft, were not fo ftrong as I had 
reafon to expe&, as foon as the evident 
advantages which I had procured for 
them ceafed. I muft, however, here 
except my creatures in **d***. There 
every circumftance had been favourable 

to 
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to me. They could never, difcover m 
my a&ions any thing more than the no* 
bleft and mod virtuous defign that ever 
entered the mind of men, Who never 
wifhed any thing contrary to their duty, 
and who were unacquainted with all 
my fhameful expedients. But how fel- 
dom was I fo fortunate 1 I was often 
obliged to appear defpicable to them, 
when they faw their criminal plans 
brought to a conclufion by my means, 
and they hated me, though they did 
not (hew it openly, perhaps from fear. 

" From my own experience, alas ! I 
learnt that a villain is not loved by his 
fellow ; and that thofe ties which bind 
the hearts of others with fuch firm af- 
feftion, are to them unknown. What 
caufes them to unite together ? What 
renders them infeparable from one ano- 
ther? What makes one fubmiffive to 
the other? Nothing more than felf- 

intereft. 
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intereft. If this ftiould be once fatis* 
fied, all bonds would break, and each 
would, with indifference, fee the down- 
fall of his companion and rejoice, if he 
could derive a profit from it, 

xc That a profligate abandoned man 
can refpeft thofe virtues which he de- 
fpifes, I know from my own example, 
although I carefully ftifled every im- 
pulfe towards it ; but that thofe who 
purfue a fyftem of immorality cannot 
love the man who follows the fame 
path, and adopts the fame principles, 
was incomprehenfible to me* 

u I faid it was always incomprehen- 
fible to me. Now, alas, I fee too late, 
the true value of virtue, which I once 
confidered as imaginary : virtue, which 
alone can make us happy ; which alone 
can fill the heart of another with love 

for 
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For us ; which— oh, I never knew what 
real joy was fince iniquity enflaved me. 
— How can an abandoned wretch en- 
joy happinefs ? — It is virtue alone that 
influences the heart to revere her tender 
fentiments. I. once had. delighted in 
the contemplation of her charms, but 
knowing my depravity, fhe abandon- 
ed me.— Ah ! I have loved, . Prince, 
I have loved; but I foon found, that the 
enchanting pleafures.of this paflion were 
only to be poffefled by untainted fouk; 
they were too pure for mine. . Without 
remorfe I facrificed the happinefs of an- 
angel, and fmiled with triumph at her 
forrows. She followed me in all my 
wanderings, clung to my knees, en- 
treated, prayed, wept at my feet, and 
I with indifference plunged a dagger 
into her breaft, and deftroyed at once 
ihe hopes of our embraces ! 



u 
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" But away with it ! away with it ! I 
cannot thinks of what ufe is repentance?" 

w Mercy," added the Count D'O. . ., 
r< is fo peculiarly the property of ten- 
der minds, that we were yet deceiv- 
ing ourfelves, in caufing this Arme- 
nian, the moft deteftable of wretches, 
to partake of its blefling. We beheld 
bis repentance, and our eyes overflowed 
with tears of affiidion for his cdnduft. 
We forgot ourfelves fo much, as to en- 
deavour to comfort him by religion, and 
made ufe of every argument in fome mea- 
fure to foothe him. His apparent atten- 
tion encouraged us, and we colleded 
every thing which could contribute to 
our purpofe. We wifhed to infift upon 
his forbearance for the fake of virtue, but 
he bur ft out into a moft horrid laugh, and 
bit his chains. The imprecations againft 
religion, and every thing facred, which 
flowed from his livid lips, evidently 

vol.<iv. £ fhewed 
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Ibewed how ftrongly he felt the want of 
them; v aj>d how much all confolarion 
arifing from them increafed his defpair. 
— AH . this- made a * ftrong* inapreffion 
upon the Pdqceu As.foon as the Ar- 
naehian was -conducted' away,* which 
was immediately, he fell upon his 
knees, and returned thanks to God, for 
having ordained every thing in fuch a 
manner, that it convinced him what a- 
treafure his religion was, which he had 
wiOied to rejeft in exchange for the 
wretched principles of fcepticifm. 

* € But his prayer -did not infpire him 
with that cheerfulnefs, which alone can 
give ftrength to an innocent and fuffer- 
ing foul. His eyes feemed to betray a 
confeffion of offences, which he had 
been guilty of, to which his former ir- 
religioufnefs had led him, and an anx- 
ious melancholy clouded his brow, atfd 
riveted his eyes to the. ground. . 

" Suffer 
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w Suffer not thyfelf, O man ! who 
art reading this, when, perhaps, my 
bones, reduced to duft, are quietly re- 
pofing- in the bofom of the earth, till 
the great day of the refurre£tion, — fuflfer 
not thyfelf to be robbed of thy religion, 
thy greateft treafure, whtofewill lead 
thee . through the world in fe£urity. 
Consider him who would fnatch it frqm 
thee as an enemy who wifhes to mur> 
der thy reft, and flee from him. Truft 
not alone to the light.of reafon, which 
thy beneficent Creator . hath awarded 
thee, that thou mighteft be able to.dif-* 
tinguifti the good from the bad, and T 
purfue the ftraighteft way to. virtue. 
Since he is the God of truth,. truft in 
him. Do not give thyfelf up entirely, 
to thy own judgment y for how foon 
mayeft* thou err ! Learn this from the 
example of the unfortunate Prince. He 
became, from an arrogant reliance upon 
his reafon, and an unbounded confi- 

£2 dence 



/• 



* v 



( 76 ) 

dence in his owji abilities, fo indifcri- 
bably miferable, that his former tran- 
quillity and cheerfulnefs never returned. 
Imprefs this truth, O chriftian ! ftpongly 
upon thy mind, that religion alone, can lead 
usfeturefy through the valley of death. By 
it is the grave deprived of all its terrors 
—-by it does death become a friend, who 
opens for us the door of eternal happi- 
neis. Without it, every thing vanUhes 
into darknefs and defolation, we are 
feized with terror and difmay. Reli- 
gion alone, can make the beneficent gift 
of reafon, that image of the deity, a 
bleffing to us. He who hopes to be 
happy, and refts fecurely without reli- 
gion, refembles a traveller, who per- 
verfely quits the direft road, where 
guides would prevent his foot from err- 
ing, and by following the path, which 
he himfelf has chofen, isloft in an im- 
paffable country, where his cries cannot • 
reach the ear of. a deliverer, and thus 

he 
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he at length irretrievably finks into an 
unforeseen abyfs. 

** Had I not been previoufly convinc- 
ed of thefe truths, I fhould have been 
fo now from the fight of the Armenian. 
1 that all men, who are about to 
adopt erroneous opinions, had been pre- 
ifettt when the Armenian fpokc. They 
titijifthave been captivated by religion, 
arid her daughter virtue, and infpired 
with the warmeft attachment to them. 
Nothing, probably, ever placed their 
lovdinefs, and the certainty with which 
they reward their adherents, in fo ftrong 
alight as the conduQ: of this Armenian, 
whofe words alone I cannot relate with- 
out fhuddering with horror. 

€t When the Armetrian was brought, 
the following day, to the Prince, he was 
in the fame diipofition as before. Not 
the leaft trace, by which one might 

s 3 judge 
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dge of/what bad happened, was- per- 
ivable. 

He continued: 



" The coolnefs towards me, which I 
obferved in fo many. of my. companions, 
as foon as they perceived I could no 
longer .affift them, induced me to con- 
nive ajnethod which attached them to 
aoae morg firmly, and united them in my 
,owa intoreft. Such a method I yesy 
eafily tUfcoverad* 

A 

u At that time the order of ... . flood 
<in very high efteem, and contained 
mettfbers of every rank, religion, and 
manner of thinking. That members of 
every perfuafion could adhere fo clofely 
to this order, naturally led me to. con- 
clude, that- every, one either muft de- 
rive advantage from it, though thrs 
ieemed incredible, or that the retreat 
* . • from 
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from it might be dangerous.- Both 
thefe effefts I defigned at times to turn 
to my advantage, and without further 
hefitation I became a member. 

" The fundamental principle of this 
order was to augment the number of 
members as much as poflible, and by 
that means to obtain a great influence in 
all External departments, and even to 
procure the direction in fome. Only 

f X 

the fuperiors were acquainted with this, 

' and it was difficult to obtain their degree. 

Every one of the under-graduate mem^ 

bers reprefented to himfelf a different 

obje£t to this fuperior degree, accord- 

. ing to his individual fituation, and as 

Jhi* manner of thinking induced him. 

A foleffm oath was required, binding 

them not to divulge a fyllable of what 

related to the order; and every member 

of it was confoled by the thought, that 

. he had made a progrefs farther than 

E 4 another 
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another, without communicating it to 
his brother. 



"A general equality of fentiment being 
introduced,nobodyconfideredthathewas 
a mere inftrument in the hands of others $ 
and this equality was alone fufficieat to 
attraft the plebeian, when be thought 
himfelf in this fociety united with many 
great men. Figurative language and 
pretended wifdoov for appearance fake, 
veiled in fymbols and chara&ers pleafed 
the fanatic, who wtthed anxioufly to pafa 
beyond the boundaries of human know- 
ledge- Humane a&ions influenced the 
noble, and opened the hands of the 
rich and powerful to extenfive charity, 
and curiofity frequently induced many 
perfons to enter into the order. 

. " The ftrong inclination of the greater 
par tof mankind to a myftical union, made 
them defirous of joining this fociety, 

though 
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though it ftood not in need of mem- 
bers. Their number was called a le- 
jgioh. To ptfeferve theft*, no additional 
manoeuvre was wanted, and their de- 
fection was prevented by many me- 
thods; and even if that fhould have 
happened, it could not be of any mate- 
rial injury to the order. 

" Unwearied with every poffible en* 
deavour and exertion,. I fought to pufh 
myfelf forward, and I at length fuc- 
ceeded, and became one of the leaders. 
I was ele&ed to that employment with 
the greateft folemnity $ and it was then 
that I difcovered the real views of the 
Ibciety, which before that period were 
not quite clear to me; A fmall tablet 
fcf filver, with black letters engraved- 
upon it, acquainted me with the mo- 
tive of its inftitution. The contents 
• were as follow : 

*5 !*** 
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u JUt tgje botnittion of goob ht tip- ofcieft of 
" purfuit; anb tjje continual, enbeatoox to oe? 
.« rente better, le t&e baft? labor of pourfeff 
" anb pout brethren, decree? anb barfttttft 
" fecute t!>c 000b, anb oretoent tfyt toicfeeb from 
f « obftnifting tfieir proceebm0^ ,, 

" Do not believe that this grand 
.objeft, which feemed fo entirely irre- 
levant to my principles, deprived me 
of my courage, although I had not ex- 
_pe£ied it. My firft thought was, that 
every thing might be conducive to my 
.benefit by well, managed proceedings. 
And I therefore endeavoured immedi- 
ately to gain the moft exalted character 
among my brethren, 

r " One grand* principle of the order 
was, to raife its members, who were 
known as good and ufeful fubje£ts, to 
.the higheft places in the date. No- 
thing could be eafier than this, and ,by 
fuch means to place every one in that 
department which he beft underftood, 

& and. 
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and was moft wdrtby of; from which 
he might fucceed tcx others. by degrees, 
from the loweft to the higheft, fo that 
all might be governed by members of 
our order, which would enable us to 

attain our objefii the fooner. 

• 

" Twice every year the fuperiors met 
together in different. places. There they 
communicated to each other the expe- 
rience which they had acquired. The 
members were then propofed and ex- 
amined, and thqy that were found i)t 
for employments, foqn obtained them.* 

" As much precaution was prefcribed 
by the laws in refpeft to the choice of 
the fuperiors, and as many conditions 

* That people may not fufpe<5l, that I mean the 
order of mafonry, I folemnly declare that it is hot 
the cafe ; for this ftill exifts, while the other by it* 
infamous coudu£t*wajs deflroyed. 

NOTE OF THE COUNT O... 

e6 ' . were 
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were neceffary m order to obtain places 
ofconfequence, it was very foon evi- 
dent to me, that I had not obtained my 
fituation by undue influence. Many 
had nothing more in view than the gra- 
tification of their vanity, and undo: the 
pretence of working for the order, were, 
fatisfied with having obtained their, 
wiflies. And I perceived with pteafare, 
ihat the majority of the fuperiors of that 
order were net at all interefied in pro- 
moting the virtuous ; their only objeft 
was to govern. To bring them over to 
my fide, without dtfcovering to them my 
plan, was a very eafy talk. 

*' And now my game was won. Al- 
moft all places were either given away 
by me, or at my interceffion; and I 
faw very foon all the places filled by 
people, who only waited my fuggeflion 
in ord^r to communicate to me aH 
which could be ferviceable in accom- 

plifhing 
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pKfeing my plans. My power was now 
very for extended 5 and I may reafon- 
ably Tuppflfe, that what I have already 
communicated to yon, will enable yon 

to upd&ftatid me in future without for- 

* 

ther explanation, as foon as I mention 
that order : without it I never could: 
have reached thofe fituatkms which by 
its means I arrived at. 

" In the mean time the Regent • . d • . 
died. During the government of his 
predeceffor many changes happened. 
From one of my aflfociates there, I ob- 
tained the following letter in hierogly- 
phics: 

u The creatures of the prefent Re- 
gent . . d . . raife up their heads in gran- 
deur. They always furround their mat 
ter, and know how to pleafe him in 
fuch a, manner, that he lifiens to all 
their propofals with blind confidence. 
4 All 
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All is changed ; ^iad paerfety from a* na- 
tional hatred, it. is iii contemplation to 
break . off an alliance, of' which otir 
.court was fo proud till this period, and 
without which, we (hall not long be 
able to avoid a bloody war." 

u Both the prime piinifters L . . . and 
D. . . . (they procured that employpaewt 
by my recommendation, added the Ar- 
iDfenian) are .difmiffecj, and have been 
beheaded in their prifons; The^ .hafte 
with which this was performed, did 
♦not permit an. enquiry into the crime 
^which was. imputed .to them ; . and the 
fecrecy in which all is enveloped* 
fcarcely leaves us room for conje&ure. 
I believe that fomethir\g. of a ferious na- 
ture was.alledged againft them, .which 
irritated fo much the paffion of . . d ... , 
that the idea of coolly inquiring into 
ihe bufinefs did not once occur to him. 



u 



The 
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" The Count P. . . < , who is now at 
Rome, as ambaffador, has received or- 
ders to return as quickly as poflible. 
His employmept is given to another, and 
he has a more advantageous one. The 
. . d . . , whofe heart he poffeifes, waits 
with theutmoft anxiety for his arrival. 
He has made him his. private minifter, 
and all is in expe&ation on his account. 

" "Jive exa&nefs and care which I 
obferve in writing to you nothing but 
what is really true, and the great hafte 
with which I proceeded to deliver all this 
into your hands, makes me wait with 
e&g'er expe£lation your further com- 
mands, and it will, I flatter myfelf, meet 
jour approbation. 

CHARLES*" 

4 

" This Charles was by" birth a french- 
man, and one of my principal confi- 
dants - 9 
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dants ; his talents having fitted him for 
that purpofe. 

m 

/ 

u Scarcely had I read the letter, when 
I threw myfelf into my carriage, and tra- 
velled day and night, that I might ar- 
rive fpeedily at Rome* I foon became 
acquainted with the Count P. . . . , and 
found in him exa£Hy fuch a man as I 
wiflied for. To bring him into the orde r 
of*** was very eafy, becaufe he was 
long before inclined to it. If I dare 
call the connexion of common intereft, 
friendfliip, there foon took place be- 
tween lis an intimate friendship. I 
difcovered to him a part of my plan, 
and he fwore faithfully to affift in ful- 
filling it, for which I promifed to help 
him to the * * d * * throne ; though this 
was in truth not my ferious intention. 
I need not relate to you, that I magni- 
fied my influence; and by the adroit- 

nefs, 
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nefs, and myftery of my words and ac- 
tions which I difplayed, I acquired his 
entire confidence. 

" I was ftiH in doubt which empire 
I fhoujd make the objeft of my govern- 
ment. Soon after I discovered circum- 
stances that induced me to relinquish 
Ay former choice. I looked for the fa- 
durable moment that Should direfr my 
power ; and for the prefent, I was fa- 
tisfied with augmenting the maaber of 
»*y partifims. . 

" This favourable moment was nearer 
than I thought, mid all my undertak- 
ings became a fettled point upon which 
they could dired themfelves. 

" Befides the intimacy of Count P. .; % 
I had the good fortune, on account of 
this journey to Rome, to find again my 
fofter father by a curious accident, by 

means 
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means of which I \ learnt likewife the 
fecret of my birth. . 

" His continual employment in his 
laboratory, and the negleft of his pa- 
tients, had brought him into the moft 
unpleafant fituation. The proprietor of 
the houfe in which I refided, and who 
was formerly a phyfician, maintained 
him out of compaffion. Chance pro- 
cured us an interview. I found no dif- 
' -ficulty in recognizing him- immediately, 
for his phyfiognomy was not altered, 
and it had made fuch an impreffion on 
my mind, that I fhould have knowa 
•him among a multitude- of men. - 

" On a former occafion, it was nei- 
ther my intention to feek for him, nor 
to make my felf known to him, and this 
was the cafe now ; although I faw the 
poor old grey^beard ftandrng before me, 
who fo much wanted my ailiftance. I 

exulted 
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♦exulted in the firmnefs of my prrnci- 

- pies, which were notvfttaken even by 

the fight of a father ; and which fuffer- 

ed not my heart to indulge the leaft 

emotion of, tendernefs, 

» 

u It happened that, my foot flipping, 
I fell down a ftair-cafe.: I remained life- 
lefs for fome time, and wknmy fenfes 
returned again, I found myfelf laid in a 
bed, under the care of my fofter father ; 
.befides whom .nobody was prefent. I 
looked at him with furprife, and then 
apparently meditated upon fomething, 
the nature of .which he could not dis- 
cover. 

" What has happened to me/* I ex- 
claimed -angrily, " that I find myfelf 
alone with a man, from whom I ought 
always to fly, becaufe he could dis- 
cover the lowlinefs of my birth." 

« A fall 
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" A fall from a -ftair-cafe— your fit*- 
I affifted you-r-I opened your ftiirt col- 



Ian 



n 



" I (hall recompenfe you for that.— 
Where are my people V* 

" I contrived to have them abfent, 
becaufe » * 

" And how did you dare to do it? 
Let them come up immediately; I 
command it Ring the bell. 

% i 

" His knees trembled, teare gufhed from 

his eyes. — " Do you not know me F* 

» 

« What* queftidn i Ring the btHI" 
And in the mean time I jumped out of 
the bed, and was .going to ring itmy- 
fetf. He put hsttfelf in my way. 



€€ 
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«« For God's fake, let me have but a few 
minutes, I am, indeed, Syl vio, and you are 
my Ferdinando. Are then the traces of 
ray face become entirely ftrange to you ? 
Does your happisefs and fortune not 
permit you to indulge the pleafing re- 
colle&ion and acknowledgment of your 
father's love?" 

» 
" You are mad, fellow," I exclaim- 

ed, and puttied him from me, whilft he 

endeavoured to embrace me » 

" Behold the mark on your neck : by 
it were you made known to me, when 
I opened your fhirt collar during your 
fit. Oh! let me not have in vain 
thanked God, that he has enabled me 
to find you, and given me an opportu- 
nity. of prefcnting ta you your real father, 
who iighs for your embraces* Oh! if 
there arife hot in your breaft any fenti- 
meats of gratitude for me, be attentive 

at lead 
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at leaft to your own advantage, and 
force not him from you, who is the only 
perfon that can relate to you the -fecret 
of your birth, and can help you on that 
account to an immenfe fortune." . 

" You were then no deceiver?" faid 
I, in order to maintain the chaTa&er 
which at prefent I ought to aft, 

<Q Oh! did not your heart tell you 
this immediately ? — However I forgive 
you $ who knows what deceits may 
have hardened it, fo that ,f 

w 

<c Yes, dear father," I preffed him to 
my bofom. — It was by no means diffi- 
cult for me r to ftied a few tears, when 
the old man mingled- his with mine. — 
« Oh ! there are villains among man- 
kind." I went on. " I have been de- 
ceived by one to whom I entirely fa- 
crificed my friendship, and whom I 

charged 
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charged to fcek after you, becaufe I 
could not, by inquiry, obtain any ac- 
count of. you, and my bufinefs did not 
permit me to undertake this agreeable 
journey myfelf. The moftfter ! He abuf- 
ed my confidence, and inftru&ed a rafcal, 
who a&ed the part of my father. My 
childifh heart was eafily deceived, and I 
embraced him with affediion. But by 
a lucky circumftance, I difcovered that 
he aimed at my life and fortune, fo that 
they might divide the fpoil among them. 
Yet he entirely owed his existence to 
me! Oh! father, how»difficult it is to 
believe always in the Almighty! ***** 
For by the treatment I had experienced, 
I was almoft rendered a complete mif- 
anthrope'" 

* Maay.fuch expreflions I have omitted. In the 
• mouth of fuch a diabolical villain they feenied to 
me to be blafphemy. 

i NOTE OF COUNT 0-... 

The 
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" The old man willingly believed my 
ftories, and his eyes overflowed with 
tears of joy. 

" Yes," cried he in an ecftafy, c< you 
are my Ferdinando. The fallhood and 
deceit you have experienced in the world* 
could only give you the appearance of an 
enemy of human kind, but your heart re- 
mained noble. Oh ! how your father 
will be rejoiced y for the only wifh which 
glows in his bofom is, that he may live 
to fee you again." 

" You were not my father 1" faid I, 
(bedding a frefli ftream of tears. c ? Yes, 
I deferve now to be caft from you." 

cc Not fo my fon. I only was your 
fofter father, and that is fufficient for 
me, although you abfconded. But 
enough of that, I now have you again ! 
—Read' this letter." 



( *7 ) 



* "MY DEADEST SYLVIO, 

VENICE, AtTG. 6, 17**W 

* € I have wronged you by ray re- 
proaches. I now know that you are 
innocent. Though I have loft my fon, 
it was not your negle£t or harfhnefs that 
induced him to runaway. Alast for- 
give the oppreffed heart of a father, 
which led me to treat you rigoroufly*. 

€C I thought I ftiould malce my fon 
happier than his equals $ that he might 
Ihine and foar above all others ! God 
has ptmifhed my pride feverely ; though 
my punifhment is milder than I deferr- 
ed. Oh! that my fon were ftill alive> 
and could be reftored to me again!- — 
That thought drives far away the long 
cherilhed idea of death, which other* 
"wife I could embrace with pleafure. It 
is this alone which keeps my almoft 
vol. iV. F ftagnant 
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ftagnant blood in motion. It is this 
alone which nourifhes my foul/ * 

« " Could I but once more behold my 
beloved fon, then would I £11 his hands 
with immeafureable riches, with which 
the goodnefs of heaven has blefled me, 
who am fo unworthy, and which I pre- 
ferved but for him, my only one. Could 
I but lay my trembling hands upon his 
head, to impart my Heffing, and might 
he with gratitude clofe my fading 
eyes; then after my death, every one 
would blefs my name for the fake of 
fuch a fonu 

" My old feeble head, thou wilt be 
obliged without that confolation, with- 
out that happinefs, foon to lay thy grey 
hairs in the grave. 

" But, Sylvio, is it the feeblenefs of 
old age or prefumption ? I cannot yet 

give 
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give up my hope. Do not fpare any 
trouble to find him out. — Willingly I 
would then — O! what, would I not — 
bear ' all your guilt, nay, were it the 
greateft, I would fuffer for it in your 
ftead in purgatory. 

MISCARINI." 

* 

** It was not the, defire of my heart 
to fee my father, but the idea of ob- 
taining his fortune, and many other 
plans which I had already in view, that' 
induced me to haften my journey to Ve- 
nice. 

u Sylvio was obliged to fend a letter 
before me, in order to prepare the way 
for my fudden appearance, and to pro- 
cure me a welcome reception. 

• ' My father embraced me with ecfta- 
fy, and the feeblenefs of his old age 
feemed to leave him. I played the part 

r 2 of 
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jof a tender affe&kxiate ion, and endea- 
voured to render light the burdenfome 
embraces of this difguftiag grey-beard, 
by the thought *>f his fortune, and its 
accompli (hi rig my plans already laid. ' 

« Bnt as foon as I faw that his pal- 
lied head would induce him tenacioufly 
to attack my religious principles, which 
fome of my papers (which his curiofity 
led him to open) had difcovered' to him, 
and that he wiihed to .make me a fana- 
tic, I began to perceive that even the 
little time he had to live, would be of 
too long continuance. He could.be of 
no more fervice to me, and was a 
barrier in the way of my undertak- 
ings; why fhould I wear longer the 
xnafk, when I could expeft no further 
profit by fo doing ? 

* . • * 

" Better, I thought, that the old tree 
(hould make room for the young one, 

• that 
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f&at it might gain more? ftrength : and 
tff this my father reaped the profit, for 
I fuffered him not to ftruggle long with* 
a painful death* In . a fweet flumber I 
fent him. to a better world, after having, 
dispatched Sylvio his boibm friend*" 

** Good God I" exclaimed the Prince t 
^How 1 Is it poffible for a man to mur- 
der his father ! >r 

* 

** You- Ihould lay in cool blood-; thi* 
alone diftinguifhes me from all thofe 
who perhaps have committed fuch an 
a& in the heat of paffion* Indeed I 
could have fpared him, had he not by 
his irrefiftible curiofity opened forjae of 
my papers, by which a part of my 
plans and* manner of thinking might 
have been betrayed. He could have 
no confidence in my words, for he, with- 
the h?lp of Sylvio, ufurped the authority 

£ % Of 
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of a father. He even began to com> 
mand, to admonifli, to threaten. Prince, 
I could not bear a fuperior, who began 
to interrupt my courfe ! And had I not 
to fear that his complaints of me would 
lay 'me open to fufpicion, and by that 
means injure my reputation, as many 
thought me a pattern of fan&ity ? 

" The coward only trembles at ob- 
ftacles which iappear infurmountable. — 
I was wont io break through them." 

. " Every nerve of my frame," added 
the Count O. . ,, €€ now (huddered from 
an over-powering complication of terror 
and grief. It was to me, as if my foul, 
filled with deteftation, laboured power- 
fully to deftroy the limits of its habita- 
tion, in order to flee from this more than 
infernal malice-breathing outcaft. My 
eyes were fixed in my head— though 

deeply 
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deeply opprefTed, my heart throbbed—* 
my bread feemed to deny refpiration^ 
and a cold fweat fpread all over me." 

The Armenian remained with ftead- 
feft looks, and feemed to view with $ 
contemptuous fmile our horror at his 
fituation. No figns of repentance were 
difcovered in his countenance, in which 
we might have hoped to trace the feel* 
ings of a man. 

At length he proceeded in hi* narra- 
tive. 

" I continued but a few months at 
Venice, as a great many young patri- 
cians prefled around me, each of whom 
earneftly endeavoured to gain my friend- 
(hip. My family and fortune gave me 
frequently a right of pre-eminence, 
which I made beneficial without- ap- 

f 4 pearing 
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peariog to affume more thaa was due to- 
my fituation^ 



€ * I discovered, with pleafure > that 
many had already conceived an unextin* 
guifhable hatred againfi; the government,, 
and which became more bitter, when- 
ever they endeavoured to fupprefs it, and 
therefore fo much the more dangerous. 
All circumftances united for the accom- 
pliihment of my plan. Venice was to 
be overthrown by me, and upon its. 
ruins was to be laid the foundation of 
my throne and. government. To riffr 
much higher would be no difficulty,, 
could I but gaiji one ftep from my pre- 
fent fituation. In> this thought I was. 
daily more and more ftreilgthened^ Each 
day convinced me, that in no place 
could my plan be fo well executed as 
here, where I found all things prepared 
for my purpofe. A great part of the 

nobility 
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np&ility were diflatisfied with the tyranny 
of the government, moil of the provinces 
fighed under the greateft oppreflion ; the 
mob were like blades of corn,eafily agi- 
tated and put into motion ; nothing was 
wanted but to make ufe of all thefe fa- 
vourable ctrcumftances- 

, " From what I had already heard and 
known of the government of Venice, I 
found it neceffary to ufe the utmoft pre- 
caution, and to proceed with the great- 
eff care in every thing that I was about 
to undertake. I obferved thefe rules 
the more, as they had been already a 
kind of law within me ; they therefore 
gained me much attention and refpe£fc. 
I. endeavoured by many means which £ 
employed to difcover, nay to extort, the 
fentiraents of every one (which is veiy 
difficult here) without giving them the 
leaft hint concerning mine; 

# 
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" But carefully as I thought I had 

concealed every thing from. the eyes of 

% the public, fome, however, had looked 

further into my chara&er than I ixip- 

pofed. 

" In difguife, and wrapped' up- in 
deep contemplation, I walked upon the 
platform of Saint Mark. It had juft be- 
gun to grow dark, when a party of 
bungling muficians came and furroupd- 
ed me. I thought that this was nothing 
more than a common divertifement } 
but I had deceived myfelf. The kind 
of romance ' which they fung feemed to 
have fome allegorical reference to my- 
felf. Little as this might be perceived 
by any other perfon, the meaning of it 
did not efcape my obfervation. I was 
willing to confider it as accidental, when 
one-of their company prefTed clofe to 
me, and put a paper fecretly into my 
hand, whilft the others began to fing : 

" Hide 
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« Hide it/' faid he, « cautioufly, and 
" take care that no one difcovers 
u it ; elfe thou wilt lay, to-morrow, 
" ftretched at length in thy grave." 

» 

€€ Thefe words, which were fung by 
a woman, difguifed as a fairy, did not 
efcape my attention ; and on account of 
the emphatical manner in which they, 
were repeated, they iqade a deep im- 
preffion on my mind. I put the paper, 
into my pocket, and went immediately 
home* 

" As quickly as poffible I opened 
the letter, and read as follows : 

u Friend or Foe, it will entirely de- 
pend upon yourfelf, which of thefe 
names (hall be applied to you by us for 
the future; For your own benefit we 
wifh that it may be the former; and now 
hear our requeft. We all are diffatis- 

f 6. fied 



fied with the government, which !u- 
therto has tyrannized o*e* our country, 
cruelly oppreflfed it* moft noble fiibjefb* 
and reconipenfed its moft fincere friends 
with fhameful ingratitude.. Prerogar 
tives, that in other countries are the 
right of every honourable patriot, which. 
the enraptured poet makes the object 
of his foblimeft ftrains, and thus tran£ 
mits them to posterity, of what benefit 
are they here ? They only lead* the vic- 
tim to a difgraceful punifhment. — Is not 
this calculated to banifli from our coun- 
try all greatnefs of mind, and to deftroy 
every incentive to magnanimous ac- 
tions? * 

* How often has the greateff Gene*^ 
ral that drew his fword to revenge his. 
country's wrongs fallen a vicHm to pre* 
judice, whilft he was the friend of li- 
berty V How often has the greateft 
ftatefman been facrificed to the lowefe 
intrigues and meaneft jealoufy ! 

" Our 



( to* y 

** Out hiftory i& fraught with exam%~ 
pies of this kind, every one of which 
will be' an infamous (lain upon our cha- 
rafter, and muft render us contemptible 
in the eyes of every itranger. — And Ibalt 
we longer fupport this evil when it is 
in your power to relieve us i 

m 

€S We delight, in the idea of freedom* 
though the fainteft fhadow of it cannot 
be found among U6 ( — Are not all our 
fteps watched by numberlefc fpies? Do 
they not catch at every fyllable ? And; 
do we not often become a prey, even, 
though we pofiefs* the greateft inno- 
cence, to, the defpotifm of thofe aban- 
doned creatures? — Does not the blood! 
of our brethren and. relations, which* 
was fpilt by'that never-feted, hift of mur- 
der, which th6y call ftate~prudence, cry 
aloud for revenge ? 

u Ferdinando, 
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. * Ferdinando, from the noble race of 
Mifcarini, need we tell you more? Does 
not your blood boil within you ? Are 
not fuch infults to common fenfe fuffi- 
cient to drive a man mad ? — Can your 
country be indifferent to you ? — And 
will not the blood of your relations move 
you ? 

" We learnt of freedom — toe awoke> 
and the pi£iure which fancy had pour* 
trayed difappeared. Real liberty (hall 
occupy its place, or an eternal fleep, at 
lenft, fliall procure us an eternal dream .; 
where the ideal pi&ure, to which we fa- 
crificed our freedom, fhall perpetually 
fiand before our eyes- 

u There is a great party of us, linked 
by an indiffoluble tie, and ready to meet 
death, or live like men -, our numbers 
will increafe, for our voices will roufe 

many 
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many from an apparent ftateof ftupor,, 
who will immediately fee their error. 

cc Courage infpires us all — large fums 
of money are in our hands ; — a. prudent 
leader only is wanting. Ferdinand©, will 
you be that perfon ?. 

" Your high rank, together with your 
judgment, induce us. to make this re* 
queft. We are more acquainted, with 
you than you perhaps imagine. A pe- 
culiar, circuraftance has given us the in- 
formation — (only us alone.) We well 
know the hiftory of the various events, 
which by your management occurred to 
both the Secretaries $t *•* * d * *. It is 
as iacomprehenfible to us as your conr 
du£t, and on that account you are our 
man.. 

" We hope you will not hefitate to 
accept our invitation 5 for you are, per- 

* haps, 
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haps, not fo much a ffranger here, as 
not to know that by our excellent go- 
vernment we can effe&ually employ the* 
affaffinV dagger* We could have made* 
ufe of it, but we confide in you, of 
which this fetter is a proof, 

" If you accept of our offer, as we 
fcarcely doubt that you. will, then let 
your apartment be illuminated at mid- 
night. Yet it is requifite that you. 
- ftould be alone* You {hall then hear 
more from us. Till that time you will 
be clofely obferved, 

" The bufmefs requires great fore- 
light, and on that account, /and with> 
anxious hope, we name ourfelves, merely,, 

Your 

ERIENDS." 

\ 

** Nothing could be more defirable to* 
me than the receipt of fuch a letter. I 

muft 
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muft confefs that it overcame me at firfc. 
However I had prepared every things 
being in expe&ation of fuch an offer j 
for I knew many of the nobility were 
diffatisfied. But that this invitation 
would be giveti me fo foon, exceeded 
my expe&atioru 

€€ The enthufiafal that was di(playect 
in the letter, delighted me fo much,, 
that I read it feveral times over ; for ex*- 
perience had long fince taught me what 
to expe£i from men who were actuated 
by fuch motives, Thefe only ought we 
to make ufe of, and they may be ma- 
naged as we pleafe. I could pretty 
nearly guefs who the authors were, and 
with great impatience I waited far the 
appointed midnight hour. 

€€ It arrived. . My fen&tions were di- 
re&ed to, fooiethiog folemn, and even 

the 
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the docks feemed to found differently 
from what they uiually did. I thought 
it a kind of premonition of what might 
happen in future. 

" Suddenly the door flew open, and 
a form very much difguifed flood before 
me. 

" Ferdinando Mifcarini, are you re* 
folved ? faid the form, with a deep ex- 
predion and ferioufnefs of voice. 



4€ 



Iam! M I replied.. 



c « Then follow me." 

* u I was obliged to wrap myfelf up in 
blade, and we went off. As foon as 
we came to the canal, we found a boat 
for us ; he blind-folded me, and when 
he took the bandage from my eyes, I 

found. 
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found myfelf in the Hall, to which yoi* 
both were once brought *. 

" About twenty black ma(ks rofe 
from their feats, and bowed refpe&fully, 
whilfl: my companion brought me nearer 
to them, and addreffed them, in the fol- 
lowing words :- 

u He is refolvcd — he belongs. to us*" 

u You are then refolved to belong to 
us, in order to fulfil our demand? faid 
one of them who occupied the firfl 
place*. *. . . 

"■lam." 1 

" And your refolution is not preraa* 
ture? Is it firm?" 



*- It is; fdr ever." 

* See Vol. I. ' 



« And 
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* And you will not repent?" 



»> 



K lama man. 



<c And if, by being linked with us,, 
the moffc (hameful, the mod tormenting; 
death fhould be your lot, and you could 
even by treachery revenge yourfelf, and 
procure riche sand hbnours^what would 
you do ?" 

m 

u Does thece need fiich. a queffion f 
Let them (lowly boil me in hot oil, and! 
even extract the marrow from my bones> 
and pierce me with ued hot irons a h 
fhould be filentP' 

» 

" Then fwear,* they all exclaimed 
at once ; and this I did with all the fo- 
lemnity poffible.. Whiffi kneeling, they 
all pointed their naked daggers towards^ 
my bread;. They fwore obedience to^ 
me in the like manner, becaufe I ear- 

neftlj* 
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ueftty defired it from them. They thea 
iiaatched off their mafks and exclaimed, 

<€ Welcome, welcome, Ferdinand* 
Mifcarini ; welcome the chief of our 
tern*." 

«< And now," feid I, « attend to this 
your facred duty. Be careful in every 
word which you utter, and in every ftep 
you intend to take, to avoid every clan- 
deftine converfation. Moderate the juft 
revenge which burns within your bread, 
till the period arrives which 1 ihall fix 
upon ; it may then bur ft forth like a ra- 
pid overwhelming torrent. — Will you 
<lofo?" 

. .*' We wilL" 

" I (hall do all, even what your moft 
fanguine expectations can foggeft ; but 
till then, I again repeat, patience and 
obedience!" 

a * I now 
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** Inow diligently fought to gain thfc 
•confidence of my fellow confpirators, or 
rather my fubjefts ; and each day gave 
me new proofs how well I fucceeded. 

u One of my principal objefts now 
was, to extend as much as poffible the 
order of***. There was fcarcelyan 
employment or fituation but what was 
filled by fome of its members. The good 
fame of the order had already been of 
great advantage to many of my plans $ 
arid they rejoiced to find me a represen- 
tative of it. They came in multitudes 
to be received by me, and thought it a 
mark of honour to wear its official fym- 
bols. 

* The confiderable fees of entrance 
which were paid by the wealthy, and 
the extraordinary contributions which 
the members gave, united with my large 
income, not only enabled me to live 
in the greateft fplendour, in order to ob- 
tain 
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tain my views, and to purchafe theaf- 
iiftance of poor people, whdm I wanted 
very much ; but I even faved confider- 
able fums. 

" I do not choofe to fay any thing to 
you of the meetings of the order, for it 
does not belong to this place, They 
were repeated weekly, and I never fail- 
ed to encourage the confpirators to per- 
fevere in the exalted ideas they had alrea- 
dy formed You will alfo imagine, that 
I accounted for the expenditure of the 
money, which I obtained in the order, 
as .contributing to the honour of the fo- 
ciety, although I fpent it merely to gra- 
tify my own defires, and to further the 
<lefign« of the principal confpirators, 

" It was one of our moft rigorous 
laws, that every thing was to be dis- 
covered to the chief of the order, to 

i prevent 
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prevent furprifce or misfortunes. This 
<circumftance I turned to very great ad- 
vantage. Treaties, and all fecrets whicli 
Ijad the leaft t:onne£lion with me, or 
with the order, I cautioufly applied to 
affift our defigns. No oath of fecrecy 
was fo great and^ folemn, but it would 
have been broken for that purpofe j no 
perfon was fpared ; any one was dis- 
patched immediately, when the order 
had reafon to be fufpicious of Sis inte- 
grity. And there was not one among 
the whole fbciety, who would not with 
pleafure have ftabbefd that man to the 
heart, whofe death-warrant I had figned 
in the name of the order." 

M This aftonifties me exceedingly,* 
obferved the Prince, " furely the order 
*nuft have greatly iuffered by it, if they 
encouraged their members fo often to 
commit murders?" ' 

" The 
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* *' The riddle is fo eafily explained, 
that I wonder you can require this 
now from me. How many have been 
aflaffinated by monks without their 
influence and authority being diminifli- 
ed by it ! And how was this accom- 
plifhed? They made it a caufe of re- 
ligion, and I made ours the caufe of 
the order, and zeal for the benefit of 
the community. Can you not readily 
conceive* that he whom I commanded 
to be murdered, I carefully reprefented 
to the a {Tallin as a villain who , did not 
deferve mercy, or we ihould, willingly 
liave granted it? I always employed 
people for that purpofe, upon whofe 
fecrefy I could depend. Under fuch 
circumftances, an inviolable fecrefy 
was preferved, the pious members of 
the order knew not a fyllable of it, 
and the numbers increafed daily " 

* 

vol. iv. ' c " But 
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<c But did not fuch a fociety awake* 
the fufpicion of the ftate ?" 

" In that refpefl:, the order was ad- 
vantageoufly circumftanced. I took 
care that no proceeding was* made 
"known, from vyhich a bad opinion 
of it could have beeft fairly inferred. 
The many benefits which the order 
conferred upon the poor, and which 
were bellowed fometimes for appearance 
fake, at others for the promotion of my 
plans), could not be hurtful to the 
ftate. On the contrary, we gained ac- 
quifitions from that fide; many mem- 
bers came over to us who had the 
higheft offices in the ftate, and who 
were fpoken of as moralifts." 

" But amongft fo great a multitude 
of members, might there not have been 
fome who had confidered it more deeply, 
and difcovered that the order was. a 

mere 
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Sttere mafk for concealing dangerous 
defigris? Muft not fuch a thought 
occur to thofe who executed thefe 
wicked deeds?" 

" Would not you place confidence 
. in the man who was able to form 
fuch effefitual plans, and pledged him- 
felf for their execution ? — Would you 
not think that he muft be wife and dif- 
creet?" 

" Every man of confequence had his 
fpies about him, for we contrived that 
even his footmen fhould be our tools. 
By fuch means I was acquainted with 
all their aftions and movements; and 
as foon as they feemed unfavourable to 
me, one hint was fufficient to have the 
vi£tim of my fufpicions fent to the 
grave. I confefs, that my once reten- 
tive memory cannot now ftate the 
number who experienced that fate. 

g 2 If 
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If the informations of common fpies 
were infufiicient, it was not difficult for 
one of us to introduce bimfelf as a 
friend, and thus difcover his moft fe- 
cret thought^ and if this fcheme was 
fruftrated, then I had recourfe to the 
power of the State Inquifition, and by 
that means had him condemned at all 
events. I' fought befides to increafe 
the diffatisfa&ion to the government 
which the confpirators had already ex- 
cited, by every method which offered 
itfelf to me, and even confiderably to, 
inflame their own fecret hatred againft 
them. Nay f I knew how to corrupt 
the minds of thofe with revolutionary 
principles, who had not been of that 
opinion. This \bas very eafy to do; 
without their being able to difcover 
my views. 

** The jealoufy of the ftate, which 
lias often deprived the moft noble fa- 

mily 
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mily of an excellent member, made its 
facrifice, was always detefted by the rela- 
tions of the deceafed; but all were too 
much accuftomed to regard that blood- 
.thirfty hyena, the Inquifition, as a necef- 
fary evil, or rather they were prevented 
by terror, from publicly exprefling their 
deteftationforfuch an iniquitous tribunal. 
Thus the evil was reconciled, and their 
only confolatfon was, that others had 
fufFered the fame fate, and if they cano- 
nize dthe viftim, it was confidcred as. an 
hqnourable mark of refpeft to his afhes, 
and reckoned a fufficient recompencfc 
for their infamous cruelty*. AH thefe 
wounds I fought to irritate, or to 
make freflh ones, and I could fee with 
the greatelt certainty the good effeGt 
of it, as nobody would bear without 
difcontent unmerited affii&ion. Does 

* See an interesting publication on that fubjeft in 
Maier*s Defaiption of Venice % 4 vols. Second Edi~ 
tion. Leipzick, 1795. 

g 3 not 
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• 

not (thought I) even the moft infig* 
nificant infeft ftretch forth its jaws to 
bite him who endeavours to crufli it? 
Thus all feeling will not be entirely, 
extinguished, and of courfe many will 
think of revenge. 

u It was mine, as well as my affoci- 
ates' moft ferious occupation to procure 
(acrifices to this ftate jealoufy, and we 
naturally fele&ed thofe whom we in 
the leaft fufpected. We employed 
falfe witneffes: treafonable letters were 
produced,. and fometimes nothing more 
was wanting to enfure the fufpicious 
perfon a tomb in the canal Orfono. I 
could relate to you many hiftories, to 
fhew how we proceeded, but I thiols 
them rather too trifling to detain you 
by fuch relations. How often did even 
the mod wretched fpy fucceed in fa- 
crificing an innocent man, merely to 
obtain the appointed reward ! In all 

thefe 
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thefe affairs, I was the fole dire£tor of 
the whole, and left the execution of it to 
thofe fubofdinate to me. By that means 
I had the confolation to fee in every 
department confpirators at the head, 
who had all poflible influence in for- 
warding our grand aim. How eafy is 
it to irritate a defpicable ftate like that 
of Venice to the commiffion of the 
moil horrid murders I 

" Every undertaking was fuccefsful, 
and the number of confpirators increaf- 
ed every week. Their defire of re- 
venge was already rifen to fo high, a 
pitch, that I alone, and that by* the 
moft ferious admonitions, could prevent 
the ftorm from burfting* I told them, 
that it was not yet the proper time for 
our purpofe : and did all in my power 
. to perfuade them to wait with patience 
for a fhort interval, when we fhould 
be fure of the moft fignal fuccefs. My 
arguments, my- courage, my refolution 

g 4 and 
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and a&ions, foon acquired me, even 
among the moft favage, fiich unlimited 
, influence, that they gave up themfelves 
blindly and with great alacrity to my 
direSion, and without enquiring into 
many things which appeared paradoxi- 
cal to them." 

. t€ Prince, you feem not furprized that 
a party of confpirators gave themfelves 
up entirely to my plans, promifed to 
adhere to me by an oath (which iu 
their eyes you will fay is not looked 
upon as any thing), and kept it punc- 
tually. Do you not afk how it was 
poffible for me to acquire fuch a great 
. afcendency ? 

" You muft have foigotten your- 
felf when you, a great moralift, a pious, 
virtuous, and highly efteeraed perfon, 
who are known to he pofTefTed of fo 
much human knowledge, would have 

obeyed 
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obeyed any fuggeftions, let the execu- 
tion of them have been ever fo capri- 
cious or wicked*. 

" The putting the mob in motion 
was left to me, as without their aid 
the whole fabric muft have been demo- 
lifhed. ' 

?' Many of the ftatefmen among the 
confpirators, as I have obferved, had 
high employments, and I myfelf was 
foon elevated to a fimilar fituation. We 



* The Prince had never the intention to give him 
any anfwer to fuch queftions. His countenance 
ihewed diftin&ly how much he fuffered, how much 
the burden of his crimes oppreffed him, and that he 
now faw clearly the confequences of his guilt, 
vhich he heard from the mouth of a feducer. My 
companion towards the Prince, which continually 
agitated my inmoft frame, could only be diverted 
by the ffrongeft deteftation for the Armenian, whofe 
facefeemed to glow with pleafure at the thought of 
having feduced an honeil man. 

NOTE OF COUNT O**. 

o 5 did 
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did every thing m our power to make 
the poor people think their burdens 
infupportable. Even if this end were 
not anfwered, it produced ftill another 
advantage, as they confined to us all 
the places of dignity, and confirmed our 
appointments * for you cannot yet have 
forgotten, that this is the cafe with all 
thofe whom the people hate the moft, 
becaufe the ftate has the leaft to fear 
from them. We became more and 
more powerful, and I did not fuller the 
original fcheme to be at all violated, 
but ftudied how toincreafe our influence 
The oppreflions of the ftate, we contriv- 
ed, fheuld rapidly increafe, as the break- 
ing out of the confpiracy approached. .We 
began to oppofe the common attachment 
to idlenefs : we declared that begging 
fhould be prohibited, and by that means 
the mob kept to induftry and labour; 
moreover, we determined to aholifh the 
frequent feftivals and other diverfions. 



<t 
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" The few ftatefmen who did 
not belong to the confpiracy, were 
eafily overcome, or deceived by the 
appearance of this innovation ; and if 
none of them would fuit y there was 
another method of obtaining our aim 
which never failed* namely, reftoring to 
the mob their pleafures and their 
feafts, by our authority; the advan- 
tage we were to derive from that, is 
very obvious ; for the mob, who think 
the government good and perfeft only 
when it fanftions their favourite in- 
clinations, muft of courfe be the more 
enraged, when they find themfelves fb 
fuddenly deprived of their pleafures, 
and no beam of hope left that they 
fliali ever return. We then began 
to fhew ourfelves from a diftanqe as 
their faviours, and we could expefl 
them with certainty to join us in large 
parties. All thefe things were pre- 
pared, and the proclamation was mere- 

g 6 ly 
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ly delayed, becaufe I thought it is yet 
hot proper. 

(S I could fee plainly, that the con- 
fpiracy, though it fhould break out in 
its mdft horrid form, would not fatisfy 
my views, which were extended to 
the thronfe of government. I feared 
internal divifiops ; or, that they wauld 
not like a fovereign at the head of a 
republic, the principle of which they 
had long before imbibed. 

" To behold myfelf as a kind of Doge, 
which dignity I could have acquired 
without great difficulty, feemed rather 
too mean for me, who had ventured 
(o much. I juftly conceived, that every 
one of the noble confpirators would 
have contended with me for equal 
rights, although till that period they 
ftri£Uy obeyed my commands. I at 
leaft had reafon to expeft this from 

their 
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their intereft and vanity, as fooo a* 
they faw that their purpofe was a«* 
compHflied, and that I was of no more 
ufe to them. The power of a foreign 
court only could fupport me, which I 
hoped, from a variety of circumftances, 
eafily to obtain ; yet there were fome 
difficulties in my way ; for my perfonal 
appearance at different places would 
have been of the greateft affiftance in 
my defigns, but it was neceffary for me 
to continue at Venice. 

cc I had many. concerns of my own 
which I could not truft to another ; and 
befides, I was at the fame time Inqui- 
fitor of the State. 

" Before I had refolved how to pro- 
ceed, I received a letter which at 
once removed all embarrafTment It 
was from Charles. I commanded 
him to flay at **d**, and to give me 

3 an 
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an sccouftt of all circumftanees whicfr 
took place there. Till now I had heard 
nothing of him ; I began, therefore* 
to confider him as loft, when I re- 
ceived a letter in hieroglyphics to the 
following purport*^ 



**d**the 15th**, 17**v 

" As I dare fay you are fiirprized 
at having heard nothing from me for fo^ 
long a time, I muft tell you the rea- 
fon. Trifling affairs I thought not 
worth while to communicate to ypu,. 
and bufinefs of importance I did not 
think proper ta truft to th^ poft. I 
know, that at Venice they have eyes 
like Argus, and an hieroglyphical let- 
ter might excite fufpicion. On the- 
fuppofition that you would be angry 

* This letter I found among the papers of the Ar^ 
menian. All his writings were in my pofleffion. 

COUNT O. .. 

with. 
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with me for not ufing other means to 
give you information, I entreat you to 
read this letter, and your anger, I 
hope, will foon change into joy and 
fotisfa&ion i for myfelf,. I am fo proud 
of what I have done,, that I look for- 
ward with confidence for your com- 
mendation. That it might in fome 
great meafure be obtained, I thought 
proper not to acquaint you earlier with 
my undertakings, till I could be per- 
fectly fure of their entire fuccefs, and 
on that accounf you will excufe my 
delay. 



u Now to the bufinefti 
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I informed you in my laft letter* 
that both the private minifters L . . 
and D>.. had been difpatchedjn their 
prifon. Rejoice with me, that this is 
falfe. Thefe warm friends have been 

pre- 
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preferved, though their death was af- 
ferted fo confidently that I myfelf was 
deceived. At. that time, one did 
not know how to proceed, nor whom 
to believe. Only a very few who had 
been in the confidence, and always 
about . . <J . . could know the proceed- 
ings with certainty, and on that ac- 
count, I do not wonder that my endea- 
vours to obtain feme news from my 
affociates were fruklefs," 

" The Count P. . . is now arrived. You 
are a great favourite of hiss an ^ if 
you were not the man, I fhould won- 
der, for he fpeaks of you with enthu- 
fiaftfi; and this is not his common 
method. You have ftudied his weak 
fide fo accurately, that he is involved 
in perpetual conje&ures* He believes 
that you have the power of working 
miracles ; and I cannot at all compre- 
hend this peculiar phenomenon, which 

is 
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is fuch a dired contraft with his ufuaj 
mode of thinking/' 

" The greateft phyfiologifts could not 
learn very much of us, for were they to 
examine us clofely, they perhaps might 
entirely lofe themfelves in the labyrinth 
of hypothefis. 

" This Count P.... I became, ac- 
quainted with in one of our lodges. 
As my chara&er at prefent is in high 
eftimation, I eafily obtained admittance 
into his private focieties, and I foon 
fucceeded in ingratiating myfeJf into 
his favour, when he heard that I knew 
you perfonally. 

4 

" I learned from him, that both the 
Secretaries L. . and D, . . were ftill alive, 
but in clofe prifon ; and as they would 
not confefs any thing in fpite of all 
the rigorous means which had been em- 
ployed* 



I 



( T3S J 

ployed, the . . d. . had not yet palled 
his fentence upon them* Before I had 
heard the truth of their fate, I formed 
the refolution to fave thefe perfons at 
all hazards, and in that I have fuO 
ceeded fo excellently, that you will 
exult in your worthy fcholar. 

€€ My firft bufinefs was to prepare 
for the jailor a dofe which font him to 
his long home. By means of the Count 
P. . . I procured another perfon in his 
place, who was ope of my affociates, 
and a cunning fellow. By his means> 
all the locks, bolts, &c. were fo pre- 
pared, that they could be opened with 
little trouble, and your newly-invented 
aqua fortis I ufed in this inftance with 
incredible effeft. A dark night was 
chofen for the purpofe of fetting both 
at liberty, in order to prevent their 
fearching after them, and to exalt your 
power in the eyes of Count P. . • 

"I threw 
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" I threw into the prifon the follow- 
ing note : 

"You have experienced my power, 
" and yet you dared to confine my fa- 
" vourites in difmal prifons* Could 
" you fuppofe, that it would be impof- 
" fible for me to break open locks and 
" bolts? Do not inquire further after 
cc them, elfe fhall my powerful arm 
" execute the punifliment which com- 
" paflion and weaknefs ftill with- 
" hold," 

cc BARON VATIFIELLO*." 

" The effe& which this produced 
was fo great, that it was prohibited 
on pain of the mod fevere punifhment 
to fpeak a word of thefe circumftanpes, 
particularly as they found the jailor 

* The reader will readied that the Armenian was. 
knawn ivt . . d • . under this name. 

foot* 
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ihot, which bttfinefs I contrived, but 
in fuch a manner, that it appeared as 
though he had committed this aftion 
himfelf." 

" I pitied the poor follow, for I 
could have made further ufe of him -, 
but, I feared that he might not be cau- 
tious enough ; and befides that, I had 
promifed him a recompence, which I 
could never beftow. Befides, it was cal- 
culated to produce a deep impreffion,. 
as it appeared that this man had 
killed himfelf through miftake. The 
moft certain way is always to be pre- 
ferred j you have frequently told me fb 
yourfelf ; and if I had confidered this 
fooner, I fliould not have made fuch 
an ample excufe, thereby exhibiting a 
kind of weaknefs, as if I ought to he-, 
fitate before I facrificed a man for ei- 
ther your intereft or my own. 1 am 
heartily afhamed of that, and now give 

you 
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you the greateft affurance of improve- 
ment, that I may obtain your pardon. 

c< As foon as I had my prifoners in 
fafety, they fell before me upon, their 
knees ; for till then, it feemed to me as 
if veneration and terror had confined 
their tongues. They thought me an 
ambaffador from you, and I Fuffered 
them to continue in that opinion. 
They then confefied to me, that they 
had confidently reckoned upon your de- 
livering them. Thefe men are (entire- 
ly at your fervice, for they have promif- 
ed me to perform any thing that you 
command them to do. 

" One I have fent to ... , and the 
other to . . , after hiving given them 
inftru&ions. I hope this will be agree- 
able to you; and fo much the more, 
as D. . . fent me a letter to-day, a 

copy 
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me fo happy as to employ me as an 
inftrument in his wonderful deeds ! Yet 
I perhaps with too much. 

" You know I have affumed the 
name of . . , and am already rifen to 

the rank of Prefident. The Has 

given me his favour in> the higheft de- 
gree. ' I fhould be vain enough to ima- 
gine, that this, or at leaft a part of it, 
might be afcribed to my perfonal abi- 
lities, were it not, that when I feri- 
oufly consider, I think that I mull at- 
tribute all to the Baron and the Order 
of . . . , into which your goodnefs has 
introduced me as a member. 

41 Before I conclude, I muft give you 
a proof how well I am beloved by • , . . 
His nephew will foon be at Venice, 
and will ftay there for feme time in-* 
cog, : this he has told me in con6dence» 
You will perhaps fay in reply, that this 

•is 



Is not of Sufficient confequence to caufe x 
much exultation $ but I would obferve, 
that it may become fo, for . . . keeps it 
as a fecret froua every other per/on with- • 
out exception, and without pretending 
to have any other intentions than thofe 
which are laudable. I made myfelf 
dear to -the fovereign by degrees, and 
have been obliged to write in his name 
feveral letters to the young Prince. 

" I mud expedite the bearer of this, 
who goes on bufinefs for my mafler, 
and without making his appearance, 
he will fend this letter to you by a 
third peffon; I hope I fliall foon be 
able to write you more fully. I con- 
clude with thanks for your kindnefs: 
I do this in few words, becaufe my 
heart is not able by any language to 
expfefe its gratitude. You may rely 
upon nay fulfilling all your commands 
in the mod pun&ual manner. I look 

vol. iv- h with 
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-with anxiety for your fatisfaftion, which 
will increafe my happinefs in the high- 
eft degree. In the mean time 

I remain, 

Your 



DEBTOR." 



P.S. — I was obliged to open .this letter 
again, it was. forgotten by an un- 
pardonable negligence of the meffen- 
ger, who had for a long time carried 
it about in his portmanteau. When I 
was informed of this, I could account 
for your long and till then inexplica- 
ble filence. At this time I have ready 
a parcel of letters for you, which 
will inform you what this letter can 
but tell you in a fmall degree, AH 
is going on according to your own 
wifties. As foon as you inform me 
where I may fend the parcel of let- 
ters to, you (hall receive them with* 
out delay. The fincerily which you 

. will 
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will find in them, muft convince you 
how much I am difpofed towards 
him to whom I owe every thing. 

" The Prince of . . . has been fome 
time at Venice -.this information may 
be of the great eft confequence. All 
is tolerably quiet here, becaufe the 
. . . has been very much attacked by 
his ufual diforder." 



" The account that you were here, 
as well as the reft of the information, 
gave me great pleafure, for nothing ever 
occurred but wh^t I overcame without 
any difficulty. You was from that mo- 
ment the. principal obje£iof my attention, 
and that I (hould make you fubfervient 
to my purpofe, I deemed certain, be- 
fore I could poffibly know your charac- 
ter* The idea may feern abfurd, but I 
could not bring myfelf to think other- 

h 2 wife. 
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wife. My conjefture became fo much 
the more 'ftrengthened, when I beheld 
you, and obferved in your countenance 
a pleafing melancholy, which promifed 
-me the beft effeft, although your other 
-qualities feemed in fome meafure to be 
in oppofition to your appearance. 

Y To make you entirely dependent 
upon me, was my firft refolution, being 
the ground work of my-plan. I was 
defirous,- that they fliould choofe you 
King of . • . This Teemed to me c?er- 
tain, becaufe I learned, during ray ftay 
in .-. . , that there were many diflatis- 
fied and rebellious perfons in the na- 
tion, anxious to obtain a regent from 
the houfe of . . . , who would reftore 
them all their ancient privileges. 

" Prince, I feel how difficult it is 
to make a plan of mine appear to ano- 
ther perfon clear and intelligible ; let it 

3 fuffice 



fuffice that I executed them with efc 
fe&, and triumphed over .feeming im- 
poffibilities. The fuccefo of all my 
fchemes, till the period when they ar- 
retted me, and when I, aa the mailer? 
fpring, was made ina&ive, youch for 
the truth of my affertions *. 

" Now Prince, recoiled the period 
when I madfc myfelf firft known to 
you, from which time I intend to trace 
your htftory minutely f. 

" It was upon the terrace of Saint 
Mark where I followed you in the maflc 
6f an Armenian, and announced to you 

* r ooift what he lias related here. The reader 
knows it already, from the intercepted hieroglyph i-> 
cal letters by Lord Seymour. The Armenian did 
not then know that theif contents were already 
made public. 

f I muft beg of the reader to recoiled all that 
happened to the Prince, as related in the foregoing 
Volnmes. 

h 3 the 
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the death of one of yfcur relations. I 
believed it to be the beft method to 
aft myfterioufly, juftly conceiving, that 
under fach circumftances you would 
retain a greater veneration for me, and 
be very defirous to procure a more in- 
timate acquaintance with me." 

■ " In this," replied the Prince with 
forrow, " you did but too well fucceed> 
for I had fcarcely any defire but that 
of fpeaking to you. How could it be 
otherwife, fince your account agreed 
fo perfeftly with the truth ! That you 
knew my real name, \ now no longer 
wonder : but that you could announce 
the death of the hereditary prince, and 
the hour in which he expired, is ftill an 
enigma to me, at lead I wifli to have 
it unravelled, that 1 may no longer 
judge erroneoufly." 

"I have 
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*• I have already told you," faid the 
Armenian, € * that D. . . was then 
in . . . , under the name of . . . , Preft* 
dent, and was in complete poffeflion 
of the favour of the . > . This perfon 
was a willing tool in my hands. I fent 
him fome poifon, which he was to put 
in the drink of the hereditary Prince ; 
and I was fo well acquainted with. its 
flow effe£t, that I could calculate the 
hour of his death very minutely. 

u Finding that you lived very re- 
tired, it was neceffary for me (in order 
to afford my fpjes an eafy accefs to you) 
to involve you in the intoxicating plea- 
fares of diflipation, for every thing that 
tended 'to promote ferious confideration 
was disadvantageous to me; with this 
view I difcovered your rank, and the 
natural confequence was, that the am- 
baffadors of the Senate received you 
with all poffible refpeft*: you found 

*See Vol.l. p. il. 
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that it was agreeable to what I had pre- 
vioufly informed you. This was done 
, to give you a frefli proof how mate- 
rially I was acquainted with all that 
concerned you, and to prevent any 
embarraffment in the affembly to which 
they conduced you y I was prcfea* as a 
nobleman, and obferved with pleafure 
how deep the impreffion which I had 
made was engraven upon your mind. 

" To furprize you with fpmething 
wonderful, and to ftrengtben the idea 
that I every where followed you in- 
vifibly, I went the riext evening (for 
the purpofc of obferving you) to the 
Teirrace of Saint Mark in in unknown 
malk. 1 was. not long there when you 
appeared with Count O . , , and was 
compelled by a lhower of rain to enter 
a coffee-houfe. 

« The 
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* The circpmftance which happen- 
ed there yon cannot forget*. It made 
part of the plan I was purfuing. The 
hatl in which you were brought upon 
my command, was the rendezvous of 
the confpirators, and the beheading of 
the Venetian, who belonged to our 
party, merely a piece of deception with 
a large puppet, by which m£ans 
I recommended to yon caution during' 
your continuance at Venice. Know- 
ing as you do y that what t have explain- 
ed aftually happened, it will not ap- 
pear fingular to you, that 1 delivered* 
your watch (as a fign that you might 
perhaps not come home fo foon as 
ufual) to one of your attendants. I took 
it from your pocket in the tumult*. 

" And what wa$ your intention by 
that? Perhaps nothing more t!han to 
raife yourfetf in my eftimation ?" 

* See Vol. I. p. 13. * See VoJ. I. p. 20. 
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" Partly fo; for by that. I prevented 
their enquiring after you, and it con- 
vinced them that you were not, as fome 
had fuppofed in the hands of the State 
Inquifition,. the difcovery of which might 
have had bad confequences* 

" I knew perfeftly well that you 
were not very defirous to remain longer 
at Venice, in fpite of what had happen* 
ed to you - y and on that account I con- 
trived with the Prefident . . . that you 
fhould receive a letter, in which your 
court fuggefted that they would be well 
pleafed with your continuing at Ve« 
nice*. 

" Hence it was . that you were 
enabled by large remittances to make 
that fplendid figure in the circles of 
gaiety which ' your fituation required y 
and without this I Was confident you 

* See Vol. I. p. 21. 

would 
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would not have continued fo long 
there. 



" It was purfuant to my commands 
that the phyiician propofed a journey 
for pleafure upon the Brenta, after you 
were recovered from a fever ; and all 
that happened to you th§re was previ- 
oufly ordered by me, and was executed 
by a cunning fellow, whom you fuf- 
pe&ed to be a Sicilian. He has given 
you an exaft explanation of moil 
parts; and I will only inform you of 
that in which he dealt falfely with* 
you, according to the charafter he was 
obliged to difplay. 

€€ The fcene which took place with 
the children*, I defigned fliould not 
only pleafe your fancy, but elevate your 
ideas beyond the fphere to which they 
were at that moment confined. 

*See Vol. I. p. 24. 

H 6 ** Then 



( I5« ) 

" Then 1 was not miftaken when 
I thought the Sicilian was concerned 
with you?" 

** Certainty not- 1 now reflected 
what other means I fliowM ufe to ac- 

compKfK my plans ; and wifely cpn- 
fidered, that the fooner I began the 
better* 

" In what manner the firft appear- 
ance of the ghoflf was contrived you 
know already, and it couM not have 
been difficult for you to have difcovered 
it yourfelf, becaufe I meanrt it merely as 
an introduction, and for that purpofe I 
chofe the Sicilian to>a& the part, wha 
without doing me any mifchief, could 
eafily come forward as a deceiver, and 
whom I defigned to afiift .me in the 
fubfequent performances. 



«c 
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** And job would hare obtained 
your obje6t, if the Sicilian* had not re- 
lated fb moch to me, which inevitably 
weakened the JmprefSon, if it -did not 
extinguifh it efrtifely." 

•* I know k, and he has fuffered 
very feverely for h. On that account 
many fchemes to Tupport my plan be- 
came requifite, which would not have 
been necefiary, if a miftruft had not 
been excited againft ihe. w 

" But the fecond apparition," re- 
plied the nobleman, who was ahvays 
prefent, " you have not yet explained 
fa m" 

<* It was a verycnunfng perfon whom 
I had inftrufted in the bufinefs, and 
who had (hrouded himfelf, in cafe of 
violence, with a ftrong fuit of armour. 
As I had your fnuff-box many times 

in 
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Ui my hands, I examined the por- 
trait upon it very minutely, and knew 
that it was a copy of your deceafed 
friend : thus I was able to give the ghoft 
a ftrong likenefs by means of a wax- 
mafk which I had manufa&ured my- 
felf. The other circumftances were 
trifles, as by the fmoke of olive wood 
and fpirits of wine I prevented your 
making any exa£t obfervations." 

" But where did this man enter fo 
fuddenly?" I afked him. 

• 4 

" Do you not remember, that a cloud 
of fmoke filled the whole apartment? 
It came from an opening in the boards y 
and thefe means were employed to ob- 
fcure the figure as it afcended through 
the trap-door, which clofed itfelf by a 
fpring," i 



« 
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** And the appearance of the consta- 
bles?" 

" Was contrived by me, that you 
might not fufpe£t that I was concerned 
with the Sicilian." 

" The ball rolled flowly upon the 
altar," faid I, interrupting the Arme- 
nian. " How was that ?" 

" I had loaded the plftols with pow- 
der only, and the Sicilian himfelf rolled, 
the ball upon the altar. 5 



19 



** Oh God!" exclaimed the Prince, 
and tears flood in his eyes, u Was I 
then fo near difcoyering the trick, and 
yet—" 

cc You ought to admire me fo much, 
the more," faid the Armenian, burfting 
out into a violent fit of laughter. " Is 

it 
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it not true, Prince, my invention rifes 
far above my conception ? It muA be 
done by art, if you mean to catch a 
perfon after he has perceived the net." 

cc The remainder," added Count O. . . 
" which the Armenian explained of 
that apparition, was nothing more than 
what the reader already knows from the 
Prince's conje£hires * $ and the more 
this was unravelled, the more his for- 
fow increafed, fo that we fcarcely were 
able to comfort him. 

" You ordered the Sicilian to be 
apprehended:" faid Lord Seymour, 
after a paufe, turning the conversation 
upon another objeft. " Did you not 
intend by that to let us have a con- 
verfation with him, that it might give 
us the- key to his juggling tricks i 



* SwToL I. p. m. et feq. 
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49 Undoubtedly : for as he explained 
to you the appearances falfely (which 
lie you might have difcovered by a little 
attention), I thought thofe which I had 
to produce myfelf would be reprefent- 
ed to you fo much the more plaufibly as 
wonders .'* 

" And that was the very point in 
which you entirely miffed your aim," 
faid the Prince, " that was exaftly the 
method to open my eyes." 

u But for how long ? — Yes, Prince, 
I confefs, that I did not expeflthat 
of you. It was fomething uncommon, 
and I was not Efficiently acquainted 
with you to be aware of this. Be- 
fides, the Sicilian went further than my 
orders extended. 



cc 



I per- 
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" I perceive that. — And 'is it true, 
then, that the whole ftory concerning 
Lorenzo del M . .te was invention *. 



«« 



« 



Nothing elfe, I can affure you." 



It was of no great ufe to you, 
for the Sicilian gave a feeble account 
of the ftory of the ring f : there the 
wretched deceiver was too much un- 
raaflced." 

u And yet this was exa&Iy agree* 
able to my plan/ 1 

" How?" 

" I have told you before, that I did 
not know you well enough ; and I be- 
lieved, that if a deceiver of fuch a kind, 
who was in connexion with a mur- 



* See Vol. I. p. 95. , + See Vol. I. p. 1 19. 
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derer, impeached the charafiter which 
I had played, if fuch an one, I fay, 
ihbuld give evidence againft me, it muft 
make a ftronger impreffion upon you, 
as by every inducement he had a tie 
to the contrary. 

" But what could you imagine would 
follow the letting us know, that he 
made his efcape, as by that our fufpicion 
muft have been augmented ?" 



" That indeed happened without my 
knowledge : I was under the neceffity 
of being abfent for feveral days : they 
did not find out his efcape in time, 
otherwife you would never have heard 
of it." 

" What view had you in caufing the 
fecond apparition to fay, that I (hould 
experience it at Rome, and that I ought 
to look' to myfelf ?" 



t* 



This 
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" This was nothing more than art 
allufion to your future conrerfion to 
the Roman Catholic Church, and to 
try whether you would by fuch means 
be perfuaded to take a journey to 
Rome. If I had perceived that you 
were inclined to go there, I fhould 
have employed other means in order to 
diffuade you from it. From that alfo I 
could conclude, that you thought the 
fecond appearance of the ghoft to be 
no deception, and this was a fufficieut 
inducement for me to proceed in my 
operations, 

M I toon discovered yoo to be ar 
fceprfc f oo that account, I was obliged 
to ufe other means by which I might 
obtain my aim 3 and although this could 
not be done fuddenly, I thought - it 
would be eflfe&ed with certainty. 



« 



Through- 
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~ Through the contrivance of a cer- 
tain prieft, your ferrant was drawn in- 
to xny net, and I commanded that he 
fheuid even be furprized, and taken* 

** And this alfo happened through 
you ? Oh God !« — And what views had 
you in doing that ?" 

" Many : but thofe which concerned 
you were not anfwered — (only in a fub- 
fequent period he became ufeful to me ; 
but till I defcribe that time, I will de- 
lay mentioning him) — I fucceeded by 
his lofs in bringing one of my mod 
ftitful creatures into your fervice, — the 
ccmning Biondello. All that they told 
you of him, when you engaged him, 
wa6 done merely to induce you to take 
him without hesitation. That it was 
eafy to obtain your favour, the confe- 
quences of this event have fhewn. As 

they 
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lihey had told you fo many fine ftorres of 
hi6 difinterefted character and fidelity*, 
and that by th6 multitude of his affo- 
ciates (whom he could make ufe of 
every moment), he muft become very 
neceffary for you, it Vas not to be won- 
dered at that you made unconditional 
ufe of him, and placed in him the great- 
eft confidence. From him I became 
acquainted with every little projeft of 
yours, and when you thought I had no 
concern in your undertakings, they were 
folely under my direftion. 

4€ Without even my expe&ing it, 
there arofe another advantage, when you 
conceived the idea of explaining in a 
natural manner that which you believed 
at firft to be a wonder, namely, the idea 
that the whole fyftem of religion, which 
youhad imbibed inyburinfariey, migtitbe 

' * See Vol I. 

founded 
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founded on erroneous principles. I 
heard with great pleafure from Bion- 
dello, that you already began to doubt 
its purity, which feemed to you till 
then too holy to admit of an attack. 
Whatever Biondello faid againft the 
propofition, I could fo clearly fee the 
beneficial confequences which would 
arife from it, that I employed, every 
method to detach you from your reli- 
gion, and if poffible, to make jt deteft- 
able to you, and to convert you into "a 
free-thinker. It was then that I hoped 
to find you a perfe£t viftim to my au- 
thority. It was by my contrivance that 
your imaginary friends put into your 
hands all thofe books which feconded 
my intention* and that you were after- 
wards introduced into the Bucentauro. 
And to prevent your again enjoying that 
tranquillity of mind which was fo much 
diftinguifhed in you, and which upon 
refle&ion might have returned, they - 

fought 
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fcught in every poffible manner to lead 
you into diffipationi They folicited 
your friendfhip, they feduced you, led 
you into the moft agreeable companies, 
and endeavoured by every method to 
make your new manners of Kfe as agree- 
able to you as poffible. 

" Do not think, Prince, that this was 
merely accident, although it might 
appear fo to you. So humiliated as 
you now are, it can have no other 
than good confequences upon your 
chriftian heart, particularly if you exer- 
cife this beloved virtue. On that ac- 
count I once more remind you, that 
notwithftanding your fuperior qualities, 
of which you boafted fo highly, you 
would not have become the idol of 
<every fociety you went into, if it had 
not been partly becaufe you were a 
prince (a title which hides what would 
*nuch disfigure othere), and principally 

becaufe 
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becaufe I defigned it to be fo. Know, 
Prince y for the many pleafant hours 
which you have paffed in this manner, 
you ftill owe me your thanks. 

€€ Now I endeavoured to get "rid 
of you, Count O • ... It was effefted by 
a letter to one of my brethren at the 
court of your fovereign ; and your pre- 
fence there, you know yourfelf, be- 
came fo neceffary, that you dared not 
ftay longer here, though you weite very 
much inclined to rt. w 






But I am fur prized," replied I, 
that you did not take a ihorter ftep : 
you might have affaffinated me by one 
of your banditti*" 

€ * Do not think fo highly of yourfelf, my 
dear Count ! — You were too defpicable 
for me to have you murdered ; and be- 
fides, it might have become too evident 
to the Prince, and perhaps (for what 

vol. iv. i will 
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-will not fuch trifles fometime* produce ? 
4»ight have caufed hkn la alter bis opi- 



nions." 
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IF I was fa defpicafble to you, 
-whence was k that you feared my pre- 
tence?" 

" I feared your prefence ! We often 
-avoid a little ft one that lies in our read, 
or rather, we pufli it qway with the foot, 
to walk . more commodiouily^ not be* 
caufe we fear to break our neck or leg 
Ijy its being in the way. v The hin- 
drances which you could tiwow in my 
way, in refpe6fc to the Prince, weie fo 
trifling, fo — But why do I defend 
myf^lf ? The wife man very often fuf- 
fers himfelf to be ftwarg by a fly, when 
%e has it in his power t© chafe it away, 
, Yet 1 muft be a little' gallant toyou,^and 
for that reafon I willingly will confefs 
to jou, that in comparifon with the 

♦other 
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ofticr cavaliers of the Prince's houfe* 
hold, I bad more to fear -from yo« 
than thofe buzzing ktfe&s of the day* 
You fee, County that I fpeak plainly to 
you/' 

" Now I will return te you, vtif 
moft gracious exalted mafter ! 

w 

* T4U this period you bad not made 
an appearance, which 1 would in the 
end caufe your cirewwftances to be 
embarrafled, and for which I wiflied fo 
heartily. I faw beforehand, that this 
couM happen in no other manner than by 
introducing you to a perlbn With whom 
you would be obliged to draw a pa* 
rallel, and by that means aid the ac- 
complilbttient of my wilhes. No one 
'was better calculated for that purpofe 
than .the Prince of . . d . . , and I could 
eafily induce him to come hither by the 
afliftance of the Order . . and the Count 



< »?2 ) 

P..., who was much efteemed at that 
court. That his prefence had the de- 
fired effe£t upon your conduft, you know- 
without haying it again repeated." 

u That you fliould foon fall into the 
hands of ufurers, was natural ; but anxi- 
ous to prevent this taking place im- 
mediately, I contrived to throw a ftran- 
ger in your way, and fo make you de- 
pendent upon him. This was (till then 
unknown to you) the Marquis Civi- 
tella. 

• cc How!" exclaimed the Prince, 
*' did I not fave him from the hands of 
the banditti? and—" 

" It was done by my exprefs orders, 
Prince," interrupted the Armenian ha- 
ilily, " Recollea the evening when 
you were carried home from the Bucen- 

tauro 
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tauro in a chjair, Biondello had ptrr- 
pofely fixed upon that which he knew 
would foon break; and he conduced 
you wrong, in order to guide you uri- 
perceived to the fpot where Civitella 
and his banditti waited for you. As 
foon as they heard your arrival, they be- 
gan to make a noife, and 1 knew that 
you would be led to the fpot by you* 
courage, and affift the perfon attacked. 
As foon as this happened, the banditti 
led, for they were employed by us for 
that purpofe, and you imagined you; 
had refcued the Marquis/ 9 

u But his wounds^" faid the Prince^ 
u werevifible, and I myfelf was c<fcer~ 
ed with blood." 

" He had no wounds af all. At 
the dawn of morning, when the lamps; 
were nearly extinguifhed, and in fuclr 

1 3 a fituation r 
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a fituation, it Was vei*y eafy for Mm to 
deceive yoa by fprinkling blood upon 
your cloaths. Coivfider alfo, that it was 
Biondello himtelf y who for appearance 
fake, dretffed his wounds Nobody 
from you even -caflae ta examine hirn." 

# - - * 

" But why did you afe facte means 
to introduce to me the Marquis, as it 
would in any ojther manner h«tve Suc- 
ceeded equally as WieM-?*' • i ' ■ 

* Became I wifhed to have him 
clofely conne&ed with you, which coiiid 
not otherwife be done fo well; for 
amoagftthe many yith whom you were 
&rj#Mided> you paid little attention t<* 
individuals; and befides, it would ttfite 
difpleafed you if he had offered to lend 
you fuch large 4um& of paoney, hici you 
not fuppofed ,th^jt it was.gjatitude which 
ioduced hiiu to do it. Yoj* was not 

aware> 
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aware, that your own egotifm attached 
you to the Marquis, and he, on that 
account, conducted you every where r 
and by his extraordinary ikiefle perfuad- 
ed you to* many things which were 
agreeable to my intentions, and to the 
chara&er which he was engaged to play. 
BiondelJo wa« no lefe expert at his em- 
ployreimt; and. he chafe his apartment 
gear the fide of your fkeping-rootn. 
Now, therefore, confider whether it waa 
wonderful that the. leaff movement 
which you made was communicated to 
me, as you were always furrounded by 
two of my tools, in whom you placed an 
unlimited confidence. The other fpiee> 
who ftiil ferved me, and who were found 
to $very fociety in which you entered, 
I will not mention. I only remind you 
of ihefe circumftances,. that you may 
not he furprized when you find that 
tjhe Hog of conduQ: which you thought 

i.4. an 
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an aft of your own, was direfited fclefy 
by my will." * 

u What I had forefeet! and expe&ed 
mow happened. You were entirely 
without money. Your letters of credit 
were kept back by rriy contrivance; 
and, to make your* embarraffment ftill 
more preffing, I contrived that you 
fhould borrow of an ufurer. The whirl- 
pools of diflipation and fhew, which the 
flay of the Prince . . d . . had caufed, had 
already fo engulphed you, that you could 
not be fufficiently mafter of your vanity 
to renounce it, otherwife than by leav- 
ing the place, which you knew would 
be fufpicious. This however was 
neceffary, if you would efcape the abyfs 
vhich was yawning to receive you, and 
which was enlarged to an alarming 
extent. You was unaccuftomed to fuch 
a profpeft. Fearing that all my for- 
mer 
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ffief labours (hould prove fruitlefs, I 
was obliged to devife a fcheme which 
would cot only induce you to continue 
here, and gratify you in the mean time 
m the moft agreeable manner, but 
which I could alfo employ in the' exe- 
cution of. my plans* 

"To anfwer this purpofe, nothing 
appeared to me fo proper as love ; and 
this fo much the more, becaufe I knew 
perfe&ly well that this paffion had ne- 
yerbeen roufed within you, and muft 
riaturally burft forth the ftronger. IW* 
I might proceed in the fafeft way, and 
not prefent to you many ladies without 
effedt, I was difpofed previoufly to try 
your tafte. From feveral of. the fineft 
originals I had accurate copies takeiiy 
and commiffioned a painter of Florence 
to offer them to you for fale. You- 
know how foon you decided for the 
Madona, and it was on that account 

1 5 unne-- 
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unneceffary to -make further trials with 
the other pieces. As I was confirmee^ 
by innumerable inlfcnces in the opi- 
nion, th^it fancy works the more 
powerfully if the ab$e£t is t^en frog* 
it, wherewith it w^ occupied! } co^- 
trived it fo that you /hould not be able 
to buy the pi£ture ; for the painter 
knew beforehand, th?t k m^fl: ,not be 
left with you for the highest pjtice, be- 
caufe it was already my own property > 
$nd, in order to deftroy your hopes of 
obtaining it, it wa$ iojd yep, that a 
purehafer had already been found for 

i 

cc The copy had fo pojverfMlJy been 
wrought upop your mind; that we g$~ 
twally expected that you wo^Ut be, 
much impreffed by the original, if we 
coijld exhibit hejr to you with a proper 
combination of circumftances which 
rf ally happened afterwards/' 

" How !' r 
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" How!" exclaimed the Prince, 
c< was this alfo your contrivance? — That 
lpy^ which nothing elfe— " 

%€ J>b not put yourfelf out of tem- 
per, all (ball be immediately explained 
to you*— Do you not remember that 
Ctvitella guided all your fteps, and 
made you enter the church, where you 
found your beloved goddefs, who alrea- 
dy waited with impatience your arrival ? 
Was any thing more wanting than to 
leave to her the part (he was inftruded 
to play, after you were already fo much 
occupied with her pifture ? 

'* And to be certain that flie had 
made the wifhed impreffion upon you, 
Civitella was obliged, in the concert he 
gave to you, to introduce the handfome 
lady who fung, conceiving that a me- 
lodious air fung by an enchanting voice, 

i 6 makes 
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makes a fudden and fometimes* deep 
impreffion. You were the only one 
in the whole company, who remained 
immoveable and regardlefs. This gave 
us a fufficient ground to prefume, that 
the impreffion you received had not yet 
been effaced. In order, therefore, to 
make it deeper and more permanent, 
Biondello yvas to give you only a diftant 
hint that (he might be -found again, and 
on that account you did not fee her 
en the wiflied Sunday evening ia 
churclu . 

" CfviteHa at that perfo J led you to 
the gaming-table, to. plunge you ftill 
deeper indebt ; and it muft be afcribed 
to fome other caufe than your ab- 
fence of mind, that you loft fuch large 
fam&. 

* Thi* 
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* This was the time to prejudice 
you againft your court. D . . . was long 
before convinced of your bad condu£t 
by feveral accounts which the Prefident 
* . • gave of you ; it therefore only re- 
mained to infpire you with hatred 
againft it. The firft attempt at this was 
by Biondello, who told you, that they 
employed fpies to watch you. Your 
bad confcience (let me for once ufe this 
expreffion) fuggefted' immediately that 
this could come from no other place 
than from . . ; . There was nothing 
more wanting than to confirm this pro- 
pofed opinion within you, and Bion- 
dello (if it were poffible) gained by that 
means upon your confidence. He was 
alfo inftru£ted in giving you a hint, to 
whom you might attribute it, if the let- 
ters fhould not arrive, which really hap- 
pened, becaufe I intercepted the eorrefc 
pondence." 



f« 



On 
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« On that account," fep}ie$ tfie 
Prince, " I adviff4 BtendeHo not to 
iipprifop fhpfe negogiafcors." 

« 

" Oh ! I aow per^ivflfljote tftd moxe; 
ffeftrijr, how flw»efoIJy I wa# deceived 
hy thafe to whom I gave niy confidence* 
which I had withdrawn from my truly 
worthy friends t" 

The Armenian here darted upon the 
Pripce (uch a fpkeful and contemptu- 
op$ look, that he turned his eyas from 
him, and foppreflfed the tears which 
flowed down his cheeks. Yet the Ar- 
TOe»iw 4id not vent any inve£tives, to 
nay grffit fatisfa£tion f but left that part 
pf the fbbjeft, and continued. 

*' You begin to pity me, my gracious 
Fripce. I determined to give you back 
your Greek JLady, fearful that the let- 
ter, 
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ter, which I had prepared for you by 
the Prefid$nt ... of your court, might 
attack you t,oo feverejy, and thgn yo* 
xpo\44 h^ye ? confolatifln Jef t >, and part- 
ly that you ifro*44 npt form a determi- 
nation to leave Venice, Wh^t I fufc 
pe£ted happened. As ? fortqn?£e lo- 
wer, an4 under the idea of obtaining 
from your fifler the accuftomed fuppUes* 
you anfwered in an angry ftile, and th? 
true enmity was vented - 9 efpecially as 
you received a freih letter, in which 
they laid much guijt to your charge, 
of which you were totally igqorant at 
that time." 

" And, how was it pe-ffible that the 
. . . could believe fuch, things of 
me?" 

" That was managed by the Pre? 
fident, who, in hppes $f becpjnijijg 9 

greaf 
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great man through me, adopted, out df 
gratitude, every method to fulfil my 
wiftiesi Ami this was very eafy' for 
him to do. I took care of the letters 
which he obtained ; and thofe which I 
contrived to get figned by your bofom 
friend Baron F. . . (as they would be- 
lieve him, he always taking your part 
with great warmth) produced the great- 
eft effea." 

« Oh God !" exclaimed the PHnce, 
•* had I but then only defended myfelf 
in a letter!" 

n And you believe, then, that a let- 
ter written in fuch a ftile as that was, 
would have been fent away from hence ? 
Before I had perufed all your letters', 
no one could be fent away, and thofe 
that arrived I always faw, previous to 
their being delivered to you. In every 
cafe> I could without difficulty forge 

one, 
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one, as I knew fo well how to imitate 
all hand-writings, and you were always 
deceived ; and if you fent one of your 
people as meffenger with a letter, there 
were many means to (horten his jour- 
ney. 

u Your filler had by an accident 
learnt from . ..- all that was written to 
him, and I laboured to make you alfo 
quarrel with her, which happened of 
itfelf to my great fatisfafiiion. Now 
you had no affe&ionate tie that could 
bind ybu to your relations, and your fitu- 
atipn wasprecifely what I.wifhedjt. . 

" In order to drive your defpair to 
the higheft pitch, and then tp fliew my* 
felf as your faviour, I was obliged to 
deprive you of all that which you could 
now rely upon, your beloved, lady and 
the Marquis. 



tc 



That 
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** That you might have a high ife*r 
o( me, and to prepare for -what would 
follow, I contrived that apparition. 
The facility with which yiou the» 
afcribed it to natural circumftances; 
made me with reafon conclude how 
neceflary it was that the impreffion of 
the following muft become (b much the 
ftronger in proportion as you fought 
' to enfeeble it by an explanation of the 
former. 

« I fliould myfelf think it almoftfo* 
perfluous to explain to you the 1 appa- 
rition, did I not eacped to have the 
pleafure of witneffing and enjoying your 
mortification, that you could not once 
comprehend it, a^ough Weft with fuch 
deep difcernment, or fee through the 
fimplieity. of fuch an experiment. 



€1 
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« 

** L2&© then attentively. BiondeJTo^ 
fo heartily beloved by you, to whom 
all your former friends gave way, per- 
formed this. That you might not fufc 
pe& him, and to gain time for the pre- 
parations, he preteaded to be indifpof- 
ed- The book which they placed in 
your hands, kept you, according to my 
expectation, longer awake th&n was 
cuftomary, fo that ydu (hould not think 
what appeared was the effe£i of a 
dream. The candles were provided 
with a kind of caps, that fcarcely 
reached to half of the light, which 
would neoeflarUy be extihgoiflied after 
a fho*t . interval. Bioodeilo, without 
pour knowledge, brought back two 
others. The violent lbock which the 
thunder made/ caufad the doors and 
windows* which were not quite ftiut, 
to fly open* The words that you 
heard were fpoken by Bipndello through 

a, trumpet* 
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a trumpet, the opening of which wa* 
hidden behind your writing-defk. 

,c And nowrecal to your mind that 
evening which you fpent in Saint Bene- 
detto, fo merrily at the beginning of 
the ball, and the* frightful fcene which 
afterwards caufed you fomuchuneafinefs^ 
It will not, I know, be yery furprizing 
to you,, if I fay, that all you met with 
there was my contrivance* You turn- 
ed yourfelf in the dance round your 
neighbour, which was myfelf. Sud- 
denly, and in fcch a way that nobody 
could obferve it, I put a little hook in 
your drefs, and a great part of it was 
torn.. You were obliged to leave the 
ball, and Biondello. conduced you to a 
room, in which the Marquis had been 
long waiting for your appearance.' 1 



* Ter. 
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** Terrible ! — And who was that lady 
near his fide upon the fofa ? — I almofi: 
believe ftill that it was Therefe, for — " 

u It was not Therefa, but a profti- 
tute that we had engaged for the pur- 
pofe*" 



« 



And the fimilarity ?"' 



cc Was a deception by a maflc and 
drefs." 

« Oh I Why did I not inquire into 
— your infernal deceit : — I could have 
fo eafily difcovered it, and then I fhould 
have been fayed i" 

" Not at all. Only a delay of a few 
days was all that you could gain by 
it, and you would have fallen again 
into another trap. — But I knew how 

to 



to eftimate ttie degtfee of fbw paffion^ 
which wottkl arife at filch a fight, with 
% fufficic^nt corre&nefe fo jtfdge Before- 
hand what would be your condudi in 
filch a fituatiofl. I was certain, tfiat 
nothiiig would prevent- yo» frdm hatf» 
tening towards the Marquis with-thd 
dagger which lay upon the table, and 
thus was I enabled even the preceding 
night, to give you a warning concerning 
1&e murder, without your being able to 
hinder my premeditated intentions. And 
fuppofing I fliould have been miftaken, 
if by chance you had remembered thofe 
words, and bad been ctfHeded, what 
flaould 1 'have loft by it ? In that cafe 
it was not your beloved, and therefore 
you would have been fatisfied, and the 
warniisg would have been a weight 
trpon you, and Biondello would have 
made you attentive to it, becaufe * 
you had fsund yourfeJf in; a fituaticrrr 

in 



I *9I ) 

in which 9 mtwd^r is not a ftrange pfhae- 
nomeDOtv" 

'" But how could you induce yout 
-cteattrcs to undertake a thing at ftich 
great peril ?- How> if I had matd&rtd 
the Mafquis?" 

** Cam was taken to prevent than 
The dagger /which Biondello- laid upon 
the table when he went behind you in- 
to' the room, was the ortfy iaftfument 
at hand with which you cmdd havfc in- 
jured htm. At the point a little but* 
ton was fc&ed, and when, your was feb-» 
bing the Marquis, the blade returned 
into its handle, and only came out again 
when yo» let it loofc : thus bjr the xna& 
violent blow it could not wound, »t* 
though it deceived the mind, ' And i* 
it not true that Civitella performed his 
cbara&er in a mafterly manner *" 
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* The blood which came from his 
fuppofed wound iffued from a bladder 
filled with a red liquid which he had 
hidden in his bofom ; and you, oh, grfeat 
hero, were frightened fo much by it, 
that though but a moment before you 
were all rage and revenge, you were 
perfuaded by Biondello to run off with 
bim, to which fuggeftion you yielded 
without the fmalleft refinance. 

" He accordingly conduced you^firft 
to the Convent of Francifcans, and 
increafed your fears by his defcriptions 
of the purfuits of the banditti, in order 
that he might convey you from that 
place to the Convent ..., in? which 
there had been previoufly made the 
neceffary preparations. There you found 
your beloved." 



* c Then it was herfelf?" 
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" She herfelf." 

€C And how can this be poflible ?— I 
law her die, and F. . . faw her diffe£ted > 
and you reftored her to me afterwards 
alive again! — Since I was induced to 
believe in your power of miracles, I fee 
in it many contradi&ions." 

« You became yourfelf the caufeof 
the contradiction. You were an eye- 
witnefs of all, and yet you will not trull 
your own experience ! — Yes, it was 
your beloved, whom you faw ill and 
dying, yet this was nothing but decep* 
tion." 

" Is it poflible ! — That a decep • 
tion!" 



(C 



Deception.*' 
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u And I faw her pale lips, her fallen 
cheeks, her languid eyes. — No, that 
lpuft be real." 

" Prince, when (hall I make you 
underfiand? — Hark, how my chains 
rattle ! — How could I raife her again, 
if her death had not been a deception ? 
or if I were able to do fo, fiiould I 
fit here ? At any other time fuch an 
error would have given me pleafure j 
but now it is my intention to deftroy 
every bloffom, which at a future pe- 
riod might give you happinefs even at 
the hazard of my own deftru&ion. No, 
Prince, reconcile yourfelf to the fa6fc, 
that the goddefs whom you fo paf- 
fionately adored, was affifting to de- 
ceive you; and never, even in your 
dreams, muft Ihe hereafter appear to 
you, other wife than a deteftable being, 
that like a beautiful ferpent would 
fling the perfon who careffed it. She 

never 
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never loved you. Or do you think ftill 
that it was another perfon, who really 
was ill and then died, and had only 
borrowed the likenefs of your beloved? 
If you think it is a fa£fc, I would have 
you confider, that no perfon in the laft 
hours of his life ever had fo much pre- 
tence of mind as to be able to play 
fo vifibly the charafiter of another per- 
fon ; and if it fliould have been To, 
what profit could have enfued from it, 
when (lie had only applied the fatal 
hour of diflblution to aid a deception ? 
Was not even the c6nverfation, which 
you had with her, of fuch a nature 
' • that it w?s almoft i tnpoffible to miftake 
another perfon for her ?" 

" Yes, it is but too true. — But why 
do you not unravel my doubts rather 
than augment them?" 

k3 « Ha 1 
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" Ha !*— Could I but augment them 
— Her haggard cheeks, her pale Hps, 
her hollow eyes, were nothing but — 
Yery ftrong paintiqg, her feeblenefs no- 
thing but ^liiguife. — Do you pot re- 
member, that flie pretended the light 
was infupportable to her, and that (lie 
foijght to keep it always at a 4*£- 
tance? How eafy was it then to de- 
ceive you, especially as you were not 
a cool fpe$ator, but felt every pain 
which the lick perfon fuffered. Con- 
sider moreover the (ituation of your mind 
when you 'came to the convent." 

" You oblige me to confefs, that I 
am diftreffed I was fo deceived — fo 
fhamefully deceived." 

" Is it fo, Prince? Oh that your 
feelings may not already be fo blunted 
as to refill this attack ! Oh that I 
were able to give a thoufand-fold pangs 

that 



( »9t ) 

that cotold pierce ybu to the Very hearts 
Her death was nothing but an artificial 
fwoofc, at the beginning of which, they 
contrived to have you abfent, that you 
might not difcover thfe truth/' 

* But the dlflfeaion ?" 

" Took place on toother perfon, 
whom I had, merely for that purpofe, 
fuffered to be poifoned. And to de- 
ceive yoiir Baron F . . . , a mafk of wax 
would have been fufficient, but her face 
remained covered for the greateft part 
of the diffe&ion. 

" Now I thought it time to intro- 
duce you again to public notice, to 
fliew myfelf to you as your friend. 
That could not happen in a common 
manner: on that account the appari- 
tion * appeared to you, which was eafi- 

* See the foregoing volume. 

k S ly 
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y \y efle&ed, Trecaufe in your abfence 
every thing had been prepared for it. 
The top of your bed was fattened to 
the ceiling, and this could be moved 
at pleafure. The Genius which pre- 
fented himfelf before you was the image 
of a pi&ure, which a magic-lanthorn 
threw upon the furniture of your bed, 
which was alfo prepared for that pur- 
pofe." 

€€ He feemed to lean down upon 
me." 



" It feemed to be fo, becaufe it 
(hewed itfelf firft in miniature, and 
then by a combination of mirrors, con- 
vex glaffes, and other optical inftru- 
ments, it became larger and larger. 
The words which you heard were fpo- 
ken by a child (who had learnt them 
by heart) through a tube, which ter- 
minated in one of the bed-potts, and I 

myfelf 
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tayfelf let fall a letter through ap operv: 



ing over you." 



u And the mufic? — I never before 
heard any thing fimilar : it was divine, 
and the harmony fo charming, that I 
could not compare it with founds pro- 
duced from any infirument.' 



» 



u They were cylindrical glades, which 
were turned between wetted leathers*, 
and they were accompanied by a little 
organ with filver pipes, and a lute. 
The objeft of that was, in cafe you 
was afleep, to wake you, and to pre- 
pare you for the enfuing fcene." 

" And why was I not to open the 
letter before day-break ?" 

* I hare wondered very much to find here a kind 
of harmonica : a proof that the firft invention is. 
not fo new as is by fome perfons imagined. 

EDITOR. 

k 4 " I was 
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" I was willing to try the ftrength 
of the . belief which you would have 
in the whole appearance. If you had 
opened the letter fooner, you would 
have found nothing in it hut blank 
paper, for the writing in it was written 
with fym pathetic ink, which could 
only be vifible at a certain time, as 
you will have obferved by the direc- 
tion. I alfo Ihould have punifhed you 
for that difobedtence by an appaqtion, 
which in that cafe was already pre* 
pared. 

" That all in the letter relative 
to the Marquis was merely a decep- 
tion, is now comprehend ble ; for it is 
eafy to imagine, that he could immedi- 
ately recover, as he was not in rea- 
lity wounded. — But how could the 
watchmen be deceived? or were they 
creatures of yours?" 

" Noi 
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f * No; they were not. Do you 
think that I fhould have difclofed fuch 
things to them. I appeared to the 
Marquis in the defcrlbed form, and the 
watch by my command had taken a 
fleeping draught which affe&ed them 
at the very moment : — that I could do 
this without thofe people receiving 
harm from it, I have already told 
you." 

" But did the impreflion which your 
apparition made upon the watch, be- 
come doubly ftrong when they awoke, 
and could fee all that happened?" 

w I ftiall prove the contrary, becaufe 
their fancy prefented to them more than 
they could in reality have obferved. 

H But might not one of them have 
had the thought to inquire into the bufi- 
nefs ?" 

KS "If 
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" If fo, nothing would have been 
loft. When you had formed the refo* 
lution to leave the convent, and had 
given your command to Biondello, 
from which I concluded, that you ftill 
doubted the truth of the matter, I com* 
manded.that thofe words "conquer your 
difbelief," fhould be once more repeated 
to you, in order to confirm the idea 
that you were always furrounded by in- 
vifible powers, that attended to your 
words and a&ions. 

" Of the conduct which Civitella 
manifefted towards you, I fay nothing. 
You Jcnow the iffue of it, that in fpite 
of the preceding event which hap- 
pened, he obtained the former place 
of friendfhip in your heart." 

" 1 muft interrupt you here. I re- 
colleft a circumftance which you have 
not explained to me. Who was it 

that 
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that told me in the note, that I (hduld 
go to a certain place, where I was 
attacked, but defended and refcued by 
the courage of a friend, who became af- 
terwards my chamberlain ? Yet I will 
not inquire further into the bufinefs ; it 
was probably one of your plans." 

u - No, it was not: but both Bion- 
dello and myfelf fought to make it fub- 
fervient to our wifhes, and by bring- 
ing it forward as a fcheme of your 
court to make you more inveterate 
againft it. It happened during my ab- 
fence, and I could not difcover who had 
affifted me in fo favourable a manner* 

You fee that I am fincere*«. 
/ 

" That the multitude of unpleafant 

incidents, united with the apparitions, 

* See the foregoing volume. This was the con- 
trivance of Lord Seymour, when Johnfon faved 
him, and to enter as chamberlain into the Prince's 
Jervice. 

k 6 rouft 
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muft^We made a ftrong impreffion 
upon your mind was very natural, but 
that it flionld induce you to harbour a 
difguft for the world, was not what I 
expected, according to your former 
manners of thinking. I fuppofed that 
you would fing penitential pfalms, to 
bewail your former dHbelief, and be 
thankful for the lafh of correftiom 
which had brought you to the right 
path, I was- much miftaken, for you 
were occupied with nothing elfe than 
the idea of loft happinefs. This in- 
duced you to think of committing 
filicide, as was proved by your foli- 
loquies, which Biondello overheard 
through a crevice in your chamber^door, 
for no word could efcape us/' 

" You have then been in my pa- 
kce ?" 



Cf 



Very 
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« Very often." 

* And did I never fee you ? 



r? 



44 You did not know me. The old 
man, who vifited Biondello as his cou* 
fin, was myfelf V 



" Wonderful ! However, proceed. 



it 



* Such ideas, I conceived, ought to 
be rooted from your mind, and that you 
(hould imbibe thofe which I found 
would be more neceffary. The meta- 
morphofis of the ribband was the be* 
ginning *." 



<t 



And how did that happen?" 



" Nothing was eafier. Biondello 
had a falfe key to your bureau, and 

* Sec Uie foregoing voknae. 

had 
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had coloured the ribband beforehand 
with a fympathetical liquid, which be- 
came vifible in open air only, and dis- 
appeared again in a jfhort fpace of time; 
he had obferved, that you frequently 
took it out of the bureau, and this tn«r 
duced him to prepare it in that man- 
ner during your abfence. The clofe 
of the fcene was conduced by Bron- 
dello and the Marquis*, of which I 
hope nothing will be incomprehensible 
to you; as they only played their (hi* 
died performances, and the ring which 
confirmed your opinion, I eafily pro- 
cured » 

u You will ftill remember, that Ci- 
vitella conduced you into many Socie- 
ties merely for the purpofe of leading 
you into difiipation ; in confequence* of 
which, all thofe fentiments were di£ 

« 

* Sec the foregoing volume! 

carded 
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carded which had been formerly your 
ambition. From perceiving that you 
had entirely abandoned them, I could 
eafily draw a conclufion as to the 
fituation of your mind, and that no 
new doubts might be thrown into your 
way, I contrived that the Bucentauro 
(hould be difperfed, becaufe it would 
have appeared fufpicious if the mem- 
bers of it had fuddenly altered their 
opinions : and this- was done in fuch a 
manner, that it might not deftroy all 
that I had fo carefully conftruft- 
ed ; for the character of your difpofi* 
tion was fo doubtful, that every obje& 
which offered itfelf could not fail to 
make a ftrong impreffion upon it, and 
produce great changes, which in a 
tranquil and reflefting mind would not 
have been poffible. 

<€ That appeared to me the beft time 
to make you a profelyte. We could 

obferve, 



«»* » 
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obferve, by every occurrence, how wil- 
lingly you would fubmit to an opinion 
from which you could affure yourfelf 
forgivenefs of your fins, although the 
prieft often laughs in his fleeve at the 
idea ; and yet does not chufe to expofe 
its falfehood, becaufe he would not injure! 
his trade, which is fo lucrative, and fo 
well fitted for him, on account of the 
clandeftine enjoyments which are at- 
tached to it. I could not introduce to 
you for that purpofe a common perfon : 
it muft be one whofe fame of fknfctity 
was not merely bojnbaft, the luftre of 
which difappears in a clear light. I 
therefore chofe the Bifhop." 

* Was he alfo in league with you?" 

u No ; t his folly was increafed to 
fuch a high pitch, that he facrificed 
himfelf for others with the greateft 
pleafure." -+ 

" And 
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<c And yon could perfuade him to 
preach that fermon ?" 



" Does that feem fingular to you ? — 
Men, whofe heads are full of chi- 
meras, are to be found almoft every 
where ; and fuch are eafily perfuaded 
to any undertaking, if it has but the 
leaft appearance of encouraging their 
favourite idea. And this was a clear 
cafe. I told him with great affli&ion 
you were a loft fheep from the flock, 
and tears immediately ftarted from his 
eyes. I dared do nothing more than 
make him believe that a fermon might 
perhaps bring you back. It would 
have been a great fcruple of confcience 
with him not to comply with my re* 
queft. 

" The fcifltop told me afterwards, 
that you had acquainted him with the 
incidents of my life, and that you had 

begged 
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begged of him to deliver that fermon. 
Was thi$ alfo youf defire ?" 

u Undoubtedly, and for that very 
reafon I appeared before htm in the 
fame drefs in which I had done to 
you, that you might know my perfon 
by the defcription he gave you. I 
was aware, that as foon as you learn- 
ed this came from me, it would make 
a ftrong impreflion upon your mind, and 
augment my credit with you." 

" But what if I had not gone to 
church?" 

" I teg your attention to the iffue; 
that you may learn how it happened. 
In that cafe I relied entirely on thef 
Marquis and your own fituation. He, 
whofe lips always overflowed with 
taunts and feoffs againft the admirers 
of religion, was at the fame time with 
you a peoitent. It was no wonder then 

that 
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that he fhould know that you had a 
defire to vifit the church. You feemed 
unwilling to take that ftep alone: he 
offered you his hand, and you were then 
fo much the more ready, becaufe you 
had known him before to be the great- 
eft free-thinker, and now heard him 
praife the Bifhop; and if, againft all 
our expe&ation, you fhould have re- 
fufed to go, you know me, that I never 
was at a lofs for methods to guide 

you. ' 

u Did you imagine that I fhould 
perhaps encourage the idea, that the 
Bifhop was acquainted with you, when 
the Marquis perfuaded me, to go to the 
ehurch with him ?" 

" Not only had I feen this before- 
hand, but I even reckoned upon it* 
artd if you had not* fallen yourfelf upon 
that thought, the Marquis kittw tow 

to 
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to guide you to it* Have you already 
forgotten how much I won afterwards 
upon you* when the death of the Mar* 
quis feemed to confirm the truth of 
what he had told you of me, and— 

u And did all that happen by bom 
trivance ? The fever of the Matquis, 

his violent paroxyfm, his death :— Wftfce 
thefe mere deception ?" 

Nothing more. As far as I knew* 
the Marquis is yet alive," 

9 

" Oh God !— Proceed* that I may 
empty my cup of confufion to the dregs.' 1 

€ « That you fhall, Prince, to the laft 
drop. Do not fear that I leave off in 
order to deprive myfelf by fo doing 
of the laft happinefs which I can be 
capable of enjoying. That the idea 
of what the Marquis could tell you from 

me* 



/■ 
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ma* might have ftill greater effeft upon 
yOtfc j^d in ord$r to leave it to your own 
imagination, wh# would you think of 
»y miracles (though his relation alone 
muft have already appeared to you in- 
credible) I interrupted him by my ap- 
pearance. This procured me in the 
mean time, the advantage of giving you 
new proof of my power and omripre* 
fence. I came out from a thin ta* 
peftry, and that you might nqt ap- 
proach me, and obftruft the fecond part 
of the miracle, the Marquis held you 
fail by your hand, till I had locked the 
room-door behind me." 

" But I followed you immediately, 
and could not difcover you. Where did 
you hide yourfelf fo fuddenly ? ' * 

" I was the fame monk who met you 
upon the ftair-cafe. My drefs was <fo 
contrived, that I could change it im- 
mediately; 
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mediately ; and a waxen made, feveral 
bf which I carried with me, rendered it 
impoffible that you fliould know me 
by my face. The Cardinal, who 
was prefent during my metamorphofis, 
was in the plot, and came on -that 
account down the ftair-cafe to (hew 
you that I could have no where efcap- 
ed without being obferved, and there- 
fore muft neceflarily have difappeared. 
You evinced by your conduft, that 
you wifhed to know me more diftinft- 
ly. And I thought that the beft op- 
portunity to tell you by a fpeaking trum- 
pet, which was applied as before, that 
your obedience only would make you 
worthy of that knowledge : and to my 
fatisfaftion ypur countenance ihewed 
that I might expefl it from you*. 

u I thought it proper for me to (hew 
myfelf once more as your faviour, be- 
fore I came forward with my demands. 

* See the foregoing volume. 

On 
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On that account I fet all your creditors 
upon you, in order to put you in 
the greateft trouble, for I well knew' 
that you had nobody at that time who 
would intereft himfelf for you, and en- 
deavour to appeafe the noify claimants. 
On that account I appeared as a pay- 
matter, commanded to deliver you new 
fums of money. 

u The period when the Bifliop could 
be ufeful to me was now over, and I 
found it neceffafy to put him out of 
the way, that he might not be hurtful 
to me. He had made you an admirer of 
religion. Others were now neceffary to 
occupy his place, that a fcheme might 
be raifed upon a new foundation, as it 
agreed with my previous plans. On 
that .account Sebaftiano had fought to 
acquire the confidence of the Bifliop, 
that he might be able to get yours." 



44 



You 
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" You have not toid me yet who the 
{Jifliop was. That he was not the per* 
ion which the writing that Sebaftiano 
delivered to me after his death, had 
reprefented him, I fee now hut too 
clearly. 

" But very little was known about 
him, his hiftory remained a profound fe- 
cret j the only thing difcovered was, that 
Germany was his birth-place, and this 
merely, was hetrayed by his v great par- 
tiality to that nation. You Once told 
the Marquis a family-fecret : this and 
other favourable circumftances induced 
me to compofe that hiftory which Se- 
baftiano delivered to you. The chara&er 
of the BUhop was too dear to you to 
entertain any doubt as to its being a 
genuine ftory. My objeQ: was gained. 
Your hatred againft . . . rofe to the 
higheft pitch, when you faw that (a 
many deeds of murder were upon that 

fide. 
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F 

fide. You thought it was . . . who had 
taken from you your beloved and the 
Btihop, apd even aimed at your own 
life (as the fudden appearance of your 
loft fervant proved to you) and your 
confidence increafed towards Sebafti- 
ano. 

" But why did you feek to make 
the innocent Baron F. . . fo fufpicious 
and deteftable to me, that I confented 
to his killing him ? Could you not 
obtain your aim otherwife than by lay- 
ing this crime upon my foul *?" 

* I faw the letters which were fabricated in the 
name of Baron .F... and myfelf, and which were 
delivered to the Prince to ftimulate him to fuch 
a*deed. Never did I fee hand-writings fo artfully 
and accurately imitated. I Should have acknow- 
ledged all the letters which were forged under my 
name to have been my own writing, had I not feeu 
the whole of their contents. This may ferve'as a 
new requeft to my readers for their companion to- 
wards the unhappy Prince. 

NOTE OP COUNT O**. 

VOL. IV. L " F... 
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M F... was now a hindrance to me. 
Who could fay, that if an opportunity 
offered, he might not make his, friend* 
Ihip again valuable? And would not 
your new friends (land upon the ruins 
of your old ones fo much the furer ? 
The ' future party which I premedi- 
tated for you would have required 
many other aflaffina tions 4 and could I 
not hope with certainty, that the abfo* 
Iqtion for your fins (an eafjr talk for a 
perfon to perform in the Pfcpifli church) 
muft be fo much the mom defirable 
to you, .the greater burden you had up- 
on your confcience?" 

* c You have not yet explained to me 
4he event that happened to my fervant. 
— Was he aHb a creature of yours ?" 



•** No; he was too ftupid, 



it 



4* 



And 
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** And yet how^ does that agree Wittf 
wh»t you -told me ?• - You faid, you 
made him a prifoner, and at the feme 
time a . . . officer was about to hire hint 
to affaffinate me,' 9 

** You ought to admire my forefight. 

» i caufed your fervtrat to be taken up, 
in order to extraS: fome information 
from him; but principally t<v accom- 
modate you with a new fervant. To 

9 prevent any- fufpicion of that proceed- 
ing falling upon me, I examined him - 
mjrfelf in an A.., .an uniform. The- 
darknefs and my art deceived . him, and 
he very eafily miftook me for the colo- 
nel, and my companions for officers; 
befides, we left it to his own choice, 
to think of us -as he ple&fed. I imprt- 
foned him fo long as I wanted him. He 
was eafily induced to believe that no 
banditti could kill you, and I had en- 
tirely accomplifhed my end with him. 

h 2 Your 
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Your hatred towards your court, and 
the confidence you placed in : me, who 
could warn you of approaching danger* 
increafed very, much/.. 9 * 

" And you who always panted after 
blood — I do not comprehend why you 
did not make ufe of that opportunity to 
your profit, but rather prevented me in 
that letter from taking any revenge." 

" It was not yet time. I ftqpt the 
current, that it might burft forth with 
greater violence. And did I not give 
you by that a new proof of my whole 
manner of thinking? And could I 
well mifs having difclofed to you after- 
wards the whole bufinefs from a quar- 
ter where you even feemed to lend 
your arm to affifi; the Deity, in punifh- 
ing the crimes of others r" 

" Sebafti- 
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<f Sebaftiano, and his brethren o( the 
clergy, had already done fo hiueh, that 
I hoped that you ' would be entirely 
ready for an apoftafy ; and if this was 
not the cafe, then we were ready to ex- 
peft, that' as I made you fo eager to 
obtain a near acquaintance with me; 
you would take that ftep with pleafure, 
in order to become worthy of me, as 
you were more firmly convinced that 
your whole fate depended upon my def- 
tination." 

€C Before you proceed further, I 
would aflc you, if it happened alfo with 
your confent, that Biondello advifed 
me to fly, as my creditors talked of ar- 
refting me ?" 



u As certainly as that he dared not 
undertake any thing againft my will." 



u And if 1 had followed his advice ?" 

l 3 "I knew 
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"•I knew you .better, and 1 only 
wanted to learn by the contrivance, 
if you had ftiU a private refouxce 
Jo relieve you from your emfcarraff- 
xnents, which I ftoukl have been oblig- 
ed to prevent, as I intended to fave you 
exclufivdy* In cair yon liftened to 
Biondello's advice, I was prepared* fo 
t^at 1 had wrt&ng i&kat fcom * JBgfai 

fMhtfJwwU" 
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THE €OUNT O***, 



IN 



iisM w ivnc intentopted. 

Ffom the bcgfontqg of the itehtioo, 
the Armenian had often made great 
fmkt, tod afe&ed to feel fo feeble, 
Jhat he was tqoftble to fpeak long 
together. It wa» very vifible, that he 
fought nothing eflfe by that than merely 
to gain tinier we were notwithstanding 
induced to comply with his requeft, 
becaufe we wiflied very much to hear 
from Mm the fequel of the hiftory. We 

l. 4 endea~ 
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endeavoured to gain permiflion that a 
phyfician might vifit him, and that he 
might be lightly fettered, though we : 
. perceived, in fpite of all his diffimula- 
tion, that this was quite unneceffary;. 
and the rigorous Ihquifitors were the 
more eafijy perfuaded to do it, becaufe 
fhey ftill hoped to difcovsr by that 1 
means the names of the other confpifa- 
tors, as every other method to effe£t 
fuch a confeffion had foiled. This ap- 
peared to me the proper place to iben* 
tion this circuffiftance, and on that ac- 
count I faid nothing of it beforehand. 

As thofe -circumftances madfc it aWb- 
- lutely neceflary for us to vifitfthe Arme- 
nian in his own room, when we we&re 
there one evening, the jailor opened 
the door, and the phyfician came^ in. 
He came often when we were pre- 
fent, but we did not attend to him ; 
however, his timidity was frequently 

fo 
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fo vifible, that it did not efcape us. 
After, fame inquiries about bis patient, 
be drew out a phial, and prefented 
it' to him. His anxiety was very great, 
and the fignificant looks which in the 
mean time he threw at the Armenian, 
made us prefume that it contained poi- 
fcn, to liberate him from his deferved 
puniihment, which one of his confpi- 
rators had perhaps fent to him. John* 
ion dafhed tb$ glafs from his hands, 
before one of us could take that refohi- 
tiofl. The fwoon of the bearer con- 
vinced us, that we had not deceived 
oorfelves, and the favage countenance 
of the . Armenian, as be gna&ed his 
teetii,/ ftewed that he had well un* 
derftood the hints of the phyfician, 

\ . 

The phyfician recovered very foon, 
and en treated > us, in the riioft humble* 
manner, not to ruin him, and to k£ep 
the matter a fecret. We promifed it, 1 

l 5 upon 



upon condition ftftt be (fcdttld difcovtr 
tp us every tfctag* Thifche didy and 
we perceived slearjy by bis £pce*ily a*d 
whole coodua thai it wa% the £rft tupae 
that they had mpde ufe of Kim fo ftwk 
abufinefc. % . * 



.> 



. We found that the phial really cow 
timed feme phyfic (and this we could 
have perceived «ou*fob€*> as all was 
immediately ftri&Jy enquired into be- 
fore it was brought to the Armenian), 
but inftesd of the label, which accord* 
ing to the cuftom of apothecaries, it 
tied round the neck of the bottle, we 
found a note to the Armenian. An 
unknown perfon had proinifed the phy- 
fictan a great fum of money for its de~ 
livery, half of which he had already 
obtained, and the pther half he was 
to receive afterwards, if every thing 
fucceeded weU ; and in cafe he ftiould 
refufe, he had been threatened with death . 

His 



His conftifion at His entrance arofe 
from feeing as, becaufe he did not ex- 
pert tis there at ftrch an unfeafonable 
hour. I looked at the note very at- 
tentively, but, except the common dr~ 
reftion, I could not make out one word 
of it. The Doftor told us, that the 
writing would otoly become legible 

when We wetted it, and that he was 
going to make that known to the Ar- 
menian. We did fo, and to our afto-, 
riiftment found the Following contents, 
written in a hand- fo fmalt that it was 
fcarcely legible. 

u After a thbufand fruitlefs 

> • * 

'* trials to convey a letter to your 
99 hands, this will, we think, 
H fucceed ; although rieceflity 
** forces us to make ufe of a man 
•" " *s bearer, who is not fit for fuch 
"atafk. 

i 6- M Know 
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" Know that .you, and we all, 
" have been terribly deceived ; the 
" Polifli Jew, to whom you trailed 
" fo much, was Count O. . . him- 
" felf, whom we have not yet 
" been ,abte\ properly to reward 
u for it. He has delivered your 
letters to. the . Inquifition, and 
many others are imprifoned. 



« 

u 



it 
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"That we have ftill courage, 
although many of us are impri- 
foned, and that we ftill hope to 
" fave you, this attempt may be a 
" proof. If we fucceed, then we 
" (hall likewife be able to liberate 
** the others, or at leaft revenge 
their death under your dire&ion. 
Defpair braves every thing. A 
" life like ours, in which we are 
in perpetual anxiety left one 
of the prifoners fhould be a 
•" coward, and betray us alfo, is 

" become 



CC 
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* become abfohitely intolerable > 
" our blood is aMb in a fermen- 
" tation, that cannot be appeafed 
u till all means are exhaufted. 

c f We leave it to your prudence 
to invent a pretext, by which you 
may contrive, either this or to- 
morrow night, tp be conduced 
" for examination to another place. * 
" Leave the reft to us. Your 
<" guards jnay be as* many as they 
" will, yoir are ours* apd — free. 
" If thjsfhould notfucceed, we (hall 
revenge our fe Ives, in Ipite of all. 
They keep fecret our names, as 
they have done till now. . 



". THU 1 COK5FlRATORS. n 
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I was fo imprudent, as to read this 
very loud to the Prince, The Arrae- 

nian, 
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titan, Who had lam, till now, 1h a kind 
off ftupor, which (as I could now per- 
ceive) was nothing but attention, jump- 
ed up in a ra£e from his bed, dafhed 
himfelf, before we could prevent him,, 
fo Violently agakift the -large iron lock 
on the door, that the blood giifhed 
from hfc head, and he firfnk down on 
the ^oor. He recovered again, and 
vented ftich a profufion of curies and 
imprecations as I never heard uttered 
by a mortrfi his lips became blue and 
Covered by a feWbir froth. It would 
difgractetfcte* pape* to wrfte ddwn his* 
expreffionfc, { iand they - Would excite in 
fte reader^ briaft the moft horrid fen- 
fetions. It wa* *ery evident that he 
muft have (till expe&ed much from the* 
narration to-Ae Frmee,' and from the 
letter delivered to me, in order to 
procure his efcape y and now all was 
entirely lofted hito, attd^Vtery WfyVbr 
Ws flight b&ricatfoedi -* ;; * 


t . > • 

Dreadful 
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. Dreadful beyond all description 
was hia cod.- By repeatedly beating 
hi* head on the ground, his wound 
became incurable* The phyfician gave 
up all hopes of delivering htm fafe into 
the hands of juftice, forbid well deferved 
punUhment ; and they refolved to leave 
htm to hkafetf, as they few, that the 
torments he was fuffering was more 
than equal to the penalty which would 
be infl&ted upon him by the moft ri- 
gorous juftice. 

i^arge maggots .engendered in his 
woundj and devoured by piece-meal 
his brain, which formerly was fo full 
of malice. The confequences of hi$ 
condition no;w operated as if they 
had only waited for that moment to 
begin their frightful tormentings* There 
were holes in every part of his body^ 
and to prolong his torments they gave 
him the moft nourifhing food* A pefti- 

lential 
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lential finell fpread itfelf through the 
whole houfe. His eyes funk and de- 
cayed in his head, his tongue became 
black, and gradually dtfTolyed in a du- 
trid faliva, which was difcharged from 
his diftorted jaws. . 

Piece by piece his flelh fell from his 
rotten bones, and he lived till all .the 
joints feparated themfelVes, ajid his 
heart, which feemed defignedly to be 
preferred healthy, rotted in his breaft. . 

I here drop the curtain ov#r the 
moft horrible fcene which the eyes 
of mortals ever beheld. This fpedacle 
affe£ied us all very greatly, although 
we kept at a considerable diftance from 
him ; but the Prince caught a violent 
fever, which protracted our ftay for 
eight days longer. 

Nothing 
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Nothing more was heard during that 
period of the confpiracy. Tbey how* 
ever made an attempt to conduct feme 
perfon, inftead of the Armenian, from 
the prifon, in outer, by that trick, to 
draw the authors of the letter into the 
trap, but they perceived node of th£m. 
Perhaps they might have heard fome* 
tWng of what had pafied, and prudent* ; 
ly ha<| fecreted themfelves. I pitied 
mbft the phyfician, who was the bearer 
of the letter. By the noife which the 
Anqeniatn's head made againft. the lock 
of the door, the guard, accompanied by 
an officer, cami in. : They muft have 
heard fomething of his . entreaties to 
us, .and the nfrte unfortunately was 
Afil in toy. bands. His anxiety dis- 
covered the teft 5 and this very innocent 
man, who was only weak enough to be 
feduced by money, was punifhed as a 
traitor againft the ftate. 

« 

Thus 
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Thus ended tfii* -eonfpiracy, wfoofc 



oaly biographer I am, becaufea dark 
veil covers every thing ia the hiStory t£ 
Venice that could have any *ektkm *► 
i^ and which ooly can be . caayrefac ft - 
fiWe to thofe wbb are*aca&ly acquaint- 
ed with k. The fitcret whSchuIhe Je* 
aate made of it, wad a hindranoe to d 
oufmricp f ja£ ewiry kind* >and- lie «*>• 
kttwncrimkwkar^ ft* 

light* :,• 



• / 



: Thatlwtoxl*di*wi^ 
tfae tradt^ Itpraaotifedat the ^eghirang txf 
thismarrativcaiid that iadhejed ttrtbat 
inteafkiDiiarthc hifturyirf the Armenian, 
IneedfcmralyAo:affitit. ftfewfar his. 
^Qafoffimaane; true, I rat not eompe- 
teat to decide ; . bat that the ig r cateft 
fttvt; 6t at. leaft the chief event, <pQtrid 
not. be a tale, the letters m the hif- 
tory which I havecommuaacated to the 
reader verbatim, muft bear teftimony. 



By 
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By a 4hi& featch in the habitation 

of the Armenian, thefe letters were 

found, betides feveral other writings in 

a private cupboard* Perhaps they might 

not hare Allien into my hands, if I bad 

not bean-employed <to decypher them, 

in which bufinefe I was very dexterous, 

and hence I could 4X*wtmm&]y takt 

oopfcft cfrthejsfr. Atfifftffaadmteadtd 

to give them, and ieveral other papers 

Of confeqnenoe, in an append**, 

biit I changed my defign, and m- 

feted *hem in the places* who* 4he A*- 

menian made i&e&tion of them, and I 

hope the Made? vrifl not be difpleafed- 

«. . . • • X • « _ 

1 fttppteffed aB teal names, for which 
i think nobody will blame me. I 
wifced not to caufe any reproach to 
thofe to whom reputation is as ftefced 
as to myfetf. I tnade ft a maxim 1o 
give no offence -to any family* fey repre- 
fenting decoyed villains (members of 

many 
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mapy families) publicly, if I could {k>f- 
fibly avoid it.* I think it my duty to 
-add what I heard from the Prince 
of that period, where his v friendship 
with the Armenian became fo very in- 
timaie, and fttfm which we knew' no- 
thing diftinftly til) How. He had em* 
ployed apparitions of ghofts and other 
taiethpde for the ptirpofe of irifpir ing the 
Prince with rewnge againft the ... 
anew, and to obtain the Prince's confent 
for his affaffination. God knows why 
he thought this neceff&ry ! This, and 
' the defire of being feated on the 
throne, and to blow the mouldering 
afljes into a great flame, was for him 
—(Oh, fh*t I rauft fafy fo!)— hafrJily 
accomplished. But the Armenian de- 
filed ftill more: he defined that the 
Prince fhould for ever bind himfejf 4q 
him by an oath as logg as he lived, aqd 
be entirely fubjeft unconditionally to 

his 
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his will; without ever aflung him the 
reafon qf it. 

The good principles of the Prince 
were not yet fo entirely eradicated 
from his heart as to content to fuch 
apropofel; for his foul was (tillable 
to draw the conclusion, in fpite of ail 
bis prejudices, that the Armenian would 
not make fuch a demand if he always 
deiigned to difplay his good, inten- 
tions. The villain, who was prepared 
for all, had already- feen the poflibility 
of that beforehand, and for that pur- 
pofe. had fpared the refurredion of the 
Prince's beloved. He at the moment 
beheld it as a miracle, and, intoxicated 
with love, ..... confented to every thing. 
Providence deftroyed at that period the 
complicated fchemes which it had 
apparently fo long continued to regard 
with indifference. 

We 
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We left Venice, gad- my bofom teat 
high with joy for feme time; I looked 
back, in order to furvey that beautiful 
profpeft perhaps for the laft time in my 
life. I beheld Venice, full of magnifi- 
cent palaces andchurches, furrounded by 
the fea, reflecting the firft beams «f Au- 
rora, which* gilded the higheft pinnacles 
of ancient edifices with- his fplendour. 
The upper part of the fun's bright orb 
richly illuminated the eaftern fky, whilft 
it feemed hefitating whether to emerge 
from the ferene ocean. My eye was 
unwearied in beholding this delightful 
profpeft ; — but my ferifatioris. Oh I 
how far different were they from thofe 
which I felt at the firft fight of this en- 
chanting city 1 . It now refembJed a 
beautiful prifon* ornamented without, 1 
which the more we admire, the more* 
we muft feel for thofe who mtift petifl* 
within its walls, belplefe, and fome times 
innocent; and my fadnefs increased with 

the 
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the^ approaching day, which tendered 
the charms of the fcene more beautiful; 
till at laft I .proceeded fo far that it 
di&ppeamd entirely from my eyes. 

* 

We travelled as expeditiously as the 
health of the Prince would, permit, for 
another letter from . . • had once more 
iuduced us, to be as fpeedy as poflible. 
About the middle of the journey, Lord? 
Seymour and John/on left us, and/ we 
could fcarceiy confole ojurfelves for their, 
departure $ for the neceflary aft of fepa- 
ration had torn frojri us two excellent 
men, united to our deftiny by fo many 
bands of fate. They relieved us from 

a forrowful farewel, as they communi- 
cated their Separation by letters which 
they left for us, for which they received 
mine, and particularly the Prince ? s 
thanks* 

" I com- 
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u I coiftmend myself to Met who 
rules above,", faid the. Prince, with a 
look towards heaven, when he faw the 
farewel letters, and a ftream of tears 
fuffocated his words. 

I met ray faithful Cafpar in the fame 
inn where I told him to ftay, and I took 
him with me. His joy was without 
bounds, and I fhould have been afhamed 
if I did not acknowledge what a faith- 
ful companion I had again found in 
him. 

We arrived at .... The • . '. took 
the Prince affectionately iri his arms. 

" Oh !" it is too much !" exclaimed 
the Prince, as he funk down before 
him j " it is too much for a criminal." 

* 

I cannot 



( 2*1 ) 

I cannot venture to defcribe the 
fcene, where fo much was exprefled, 
although not a word was fpoken. 

AH poffible methods fo recover the 
Prince were tried, but in vain." Deep 
melancholy pourtrayed itfelf in marked 
fiirrows upon his face, from which in- 
ternal forrow had long fince ftolen every 
blufli of health and contentment, for- 
merly planted upon it by tranquillity. 
His cheeks were haggard, and his 
gloomy eyes appeared darker, from tlie 
fhadow of his projefting eyebrows. His 
bead was conftantly bowed towards the 
earth, and in his eyelids were feen a per- 
petual tear. The idea of a happy etei<- 
nity, and of a merciful God, alone tran- 
quillized his mind. 

In a deep wood there were the rums 
of a caftle upon a romantic and almoft 
impenetrable mafs of rocks, covered 

vol. iv. m with 
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with mofs. This caftle formerly "be- 
longed to the rapacious anceftors x>f the 
... houfe. A whole century was un- 
able to deftroy it,, and lofty rocks and 
walls fhewed diftin&ly enough the for- 
mer impregnability of the Caftle of the 
Robbers, which had excited terror in the 
Jbreaft of every traveller whofe way led 
him by it. 

The father of the prefent ..* was a 
great admirer of hunting. Very often 
lie purfued the game till night over- 
took him; and he therefore built for 
himfelf, upon that former fite of his an- 
jceftors,afmall caftle, where he frequently 
.patted whole weeks in the purfiiit of his 
favourite amufement. Since that time 
it had been fcarcely ever viiited, and we 
were obliged to penetrate through thick 
Jbufhes to come at a winding walk which 
led to it. This the Prince chofe for his 
future .habitation.} and we may eafity 

Judge, 
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judge, by the defcription, how much 
it was fuited to the prefent temper of 
his mind, as it flood in a romantic 
country, and the tranquillity of tlie 
folitude was feldom interrupted. His 
defire was fatisfied, and the ... flatter- 
ed himfelf with the hope, that retire- 
ment might perhaps work powerfully 
upon his mind, and that the attachment 
to fociety would one day awake within 
him the defire of again revifiting the 
world. But he had miftaken himfelf 
very much. He did not know, after 
all that had happened to this unfortu- 
nate man, added to his general cha- 
ra&er, that forrow and melancholy had 
already fo much gained the afcendan- 
cy, that happinefs could no longer be 
enjoyed by him. Like abloflbm, raifed 
by a nourilhing fhower upon a barren 
foil, which immediately fades again, 
becaufe the hot reflected beams of the 
fun deftroy all powers of vegetation. 

m 2 Here 
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Here he lived apart from all fociety, 
except an old and faithful fervant. 

He was not difturbed, becaufe every 
one honoured his facred retreat, and ~. 
fometimes paid him a vifit, to fee how 
far his hopes might be fulfilled, but he 
always returned more forrowfuL He 
entreated him feveral times to return to 
his court, or vifit him there, but he 
as constantly refufed his requeft. 

. At the defire of the Prince, 4nd my 
own wifh, I remained there as long as 
poflible, but bufinefe at my own court* 
making m^ prefence neceflary, I could 
not longer delay. 

Perfuaded that it would deprive me 
of all former connexions, to fpend the 
reft of my days there, I departed* but 
the unpleafing refle&ion that I ihould 
never again fee the Prince, which oc- 
cupied 
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cupied my mind at my departure, was 
too well founded. By the many fuffer- 
kigs and ftruggles which had feized 
upon me 6f late fo violently, the for- 
,*hef liability of my health became very 
feeble. Not till the Japfe of fix month* 
was I able to return, and I found; in- 
stead of the Prince, the grave which in- 
clofed his remains. I knew nothing of 
his death, and my heart began fondly to 
anticipate the feelings of our meeting, 
as I approached the wood, in which 
flood his habitation. It was my cuftom 
to travel on foot in fine weather, being 
more agreeable to me, and affording a 
better opportunity of obferving the fur» 
founding ebjo&s. 1 purfued it now, 
The tears rolled from my cheeks, when 
X arrived at the foot of a mountain* 
Above my head the branches of the 
trees formed a grove, through which 
we fcarcely could perceive the valley 
Underneath, which was ornamented by 

mj an 
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an oppofite hill - y upon which, oak- 
trees, the produce of centuries, raifed 
their majeftic heads. I flood before a 
deep dale, and enjoyed the romantic 
profpeft which prefented itfelf to me-. 
I was loft in the contemplation of 
it, and on e ach twig my eye dwelt 
with a voluptuous pleafure. On fuxv 
veying the fpot attentively, a building 
appeared through the thick bru(h-\vood 
which grew upon one fide of the valley* 
As I had not expe&ed this, my (Juri- 
pfity became ftimulated to enquire what 
it was. I marked the fpot, and walked 
towards the bufhes, through which I 
patTed with much trouble. As I bent 
back the laft buffc, I found myfelf in 
& fmall open fpace, ornamented, with 
trees and flirubs. Before. me I per- 
ceived a fmall cottage, and over againft 
it a large oak-trpe. In its (hade arofe 
a very Ample monument, which juried 
it? top ,in the clofe covert . of ' th$ 

boughs^ 
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Boughs. I was* ftepping nearer, when* 
I obferved a grey-bearded old maiv 
who was kneeling before it, praying, 
fervently. I flood' in filenee, and my 
feelings- prefled me to join his devotions- 
H« rofe. What a figure*! Without 
reflefting, my hand feized my hat td« 
uncover my head, that I might pay ho- 
mage to this venerable old man. Li- 
the deep furrows of his forehead and 
cheeks beamed content : a fmile upon 
fiis countenance was expreflive of that 
tranquillity of conference which fears: 
not to- meet the eternal judge, who < 
is not unmindfulof the weaknefs of 
human nature. To all appearance h* 
had fuffered* much from misfortune. 

He did not appear to obferve me;, 
and went into his cottage. I approach- 
ed the monument with a fenfation 
which I cannot defcribe. A fhort in- 
fcription told me, that the Prince 

m. 4 flum- 
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ilumbered there till the day of refur- 
re&ion. 

Whilft I was rifing from . the hal- 
lowed fpot, the old man flood behind 
me. With emotion he piffled my 
band. 

" You have prayed :" faid he, addref- 
fiug himfelf to me. " I Qbferved it with 
joy and ecflafy. Thus a£t the children 
of happinefs : be then welcome to me 
In this foli tilde, which will neither be 
difturbed nor jiiflionoured by you," 

t> H You are right, old man," I anfwer- 
ed him. €t But I am no child of hap* 
pinefs : he who flumbers here was my 
friend, and — " 

" Are you perhaps the Count O..* 
of whom the deceafed fpoke fo much 
tp me ? — Then I underftand you before 
you finifh your fpeech." 

I an- 
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I anfwered his queftion in the affirm 
anative, and with a facred ecftafy he led 
me towards a grafs bench before the 
cottage, where we fat. down toge- 
ther. 

* c Your friend," he began, " jour- 
neyed very often quite alone into this 
wood, and chofe the deepeft folitude 
For meditation. Thus he discovered 
me after your departure in my retire* 
ment. I loved him foon, and he wa« 
no left fond of me, He frequently 
went away, but fometimefr he tarried 
vriih me four days and nights toge- 
ther. Each day he waited for your 
coming back : you came not. If he 
fhould come (he faid to me, a few 
days before his laft), and I fhould be 
no more, then deliver him in my 
name my farewell, and fay that I will 
thank him for his love in a better 
world. You are as able to tell him 

fo 
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fb ae I could be myfelf. Daily I pray 7 
near his grave, and from this day I 
fhall thank God that he has given me 
an opportunity of .difcharging my com- 
miffion. ,r 

We fpoke of nothing but of the- 
Prince. What the old man told me* 
with great prolixity of the laft period 
of his life, I will relate to the reader 
as briefly as poffible. Every trifling par*- 
ticular, although interefting to a friend*, 
would perhaps be infignificant to a third 
perfon, and on that account the priacir 
pal things only are related. 

He aflbciated with this old man t , 
(Sacrificing the remainder of his life* 
to regaxa that repofe of confcience 
which, he formerly enjoyed,, and he 
fucceeded as. far as his fituation made 
it poffible*; Firmly convinced of the 
love t of God, death became a friend 
to. him, who would bring him ftill; 

nearer 
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nearer to the knowledge of this eter=- 
nal Being, and he looked forward to* 
his diffolution with a mild and patient 
fatisfa&ion. 

A few weeks before his death, he 
came to the old venerable hermit: he 
was more lively than cuftomary. 

u God has ftill procured me a hap- 
pinefs which I do not deferve," he ex- 
claimed, and delivered to him a letter 
which he had juft received. It was* 
from the Greek lady. The old man 
{hewed it to me x and the following is a 
copy of it. 

" Beloved of my foul! — Thus. 
** I call you, although the greatefl: 
"malice has induced me. to de- 
* ceive you. My confidence has* 
. ** cleared itfelf before the Almigh- 
' ** ty. I was deceived like yotfc- 
"felf. . 

*B P 
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" By birth I am a German lady. 
u Death deprived me at Venice of 
" my mother, and with her of every 
" comfort. A young unexperienced 
c< girl, I was then abandoned to 
" the wide world. An" accident 
" brought to me in my helpleft 
" fituatkm that Armenian. My 
perfon was allowed by all to 
poflefe an attractive beauty, 
" and on that account only 
« could I explain to myfelf thof» 

* looks which he gave when he 
«• threw himfelf in my way as * 

* benefactor. The good principles 
" which he found within me, 
u feemed to make it neceffary to 
" proceed carefully with me : he 
"appeared a faint At length I 
u rfectived dire£Hofis from* him to 
H play the chara&er in that church 
M ..., where you few me firft. 
f< He had found way to play 
" upon my vanity fo much by the 

" pretence 
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pretence that you had already fal- 
len in. lave with my pi&ure, 
" that I not only earneftly followed 
w bis directions, but I alio gave 
« i$yfelf all poffible trouble, to 
" intereft you, though it was againft 
my inclination. But too foon I 
became in reality what I had only 
u appeared to you ; I loved you 
tenderly. The fear of lofing you 
again, and his tricks and threats, 
prevented me always from dis- 
covering myfelf to you: many 
" time* this confeflion trembled 
u upon my tongue, and — " 






€< 






My weaknefs will not longer 
permit me to hold the pen. I 
* feel that the hours of my exif- 
u tenqe are few, and on that ac- 
< r count I muft* conclude. More 
<c than an hundred times I was 
u obliged to flop in writing this 

" letter. 
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•" letter. I difcovered your atbode* 
** and was anxious to find you 
i <c there, and implore your forgive- 

" nefs ; but my powers failed me, 
* c Inftead of me, this letter comes, 
and, alas ! may it give you a 
happy fenfation. That you will 
not doubt this confeffion erf my 
innocence (as I make . it at the 
brink of the grave), I am con- 
vinced as firmly as of my forgive- 



<C 
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<€ nefs bv God 



" How difficult is it for me to 
"* conclude this epiftle to my be- 
" loved ; but I am compelled to 
" do it, for I feel my weaknefs 
*" increafe upon me, and you pro- 
" bably have obferved it in feveral 
41 parts of what I have written. Af- 
* c ter my death, you will receive this 
** letter, and not to difturb you, 
m I -conceal the place where my 

" remains 



*< remains will flumber until the 
*' jun&ion of our fouls. 

u In that abode where the veil* 
** which before concealed from us 
* c the reafon of our fate, (hall be 
u removed, where a perpetual blifs 
•** fhall unite ourfouls for ever, I will 
** tell you far more than I am not* 
" able to make known to you! 
^Farewell! 

" Purified by my God from aU 
" fins and faults, and cloathed in 
4C the garment of the bleffed at 
the gates of eternity, I will hap- 
ten toward you. 






Your 
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With this letter the Prince fet him- 
felf under an oak-tree, upon the fame 
fpot which he had felefted for his per- 
petual reft. He read it very often^ 
vhilft the Hermit,~who wa* placed by 
his fide, celebrated her memory in con* 
junction with the Prince, am id ft loud A 
peals of thunder which rolled over* 
them. ^j 

" I (hall foon be with thee, Oh 
Therefa !" exclaimed the Prince* as he 
lifted his hands and eyes towards 
Heaven. At that inftant, a flaih of 
lightning, attracted by the tree under 
which they were fitting, darted through 
the branches, and ftruck him lifelefs to 
the earth.— Peace be to his afhes ! 



FINIS. 



c. wHrrrwoHAM, f, •••.•r, 

Dean Street, Feu**rl -is-:- iv:.j. ■ 



/ 



/ 



s 



tg^mmmt 






--^'^-■V'^ HB NEW YORK W& ■£&£&*■*&* -j-S 

'-''kJ-'-fSi^''^ REFERENCE DEPART* toS^^^t^,- "j t 

"'-^M^,-'^*-:'".^""f- ^»ok U under no olravmtfN&f&t^^^^' ''.'.. 
■'* ^V'V^t-- "''V^ '*■' *" ken from th * Bui,din '' o^W^^V". 







HE NBW YORK PlJ^J 'i&^CW-. 

RBFBRBNCE DBPARTM^^/^;^'", 



.■>"* in under no cirouin»tiiii 
; taken from the Uuildinj' 



Jill 




